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Seasonal Changes
I hope everyone's summer has gone well.
The days are getting shorter and serve as a
reminder to us that summer is soon behind
us. My summer was occupied by showing
my new dog “Boom,” in agility and judging.
My two most recent judging assignments
allowed me to travel to dog clubs in
Montana and Alaska. When I travel to such
places I am always struck by the majestic
beauty of the mountains, streams and in
general, the things Mother Nature has to
offer. I also had the pleasure to observe
the inspiring camaraderie within these
clubs. What I clearly remember is that
cheering could be heard loudly with each
run. So much so, I wondered a couple of
times if the scribe missed my call. Also,
these same folks were the ones that stayed
to the bitter end of the show offering their
kind and gentle support to the novice
newcomers. Observations like these make
me smile and remind me of what is the
“best” in our sport.
From the Boardroom I have a couple of
announcements. First, the board voted to
make Dick Wood a board member
emeritus. Now that Dick’s wife Sharon is
an AKC Obedience Representative, Dick
was required by the AKC to resign his
board position in order to avert any
appearance of a conflict of interest.

However, by making him an “emeritus,” we
are allowed to still have Dick’s wisdom and
expertise on the board for many years to
come.
With Dick’s new status, Lori Mo has joined
us to fulfill Dick’s vacancy.
I sincerely
welcome Lori to the board. If you see Dick
and Lori please congratulate them both.
I hope to see some of you at our upcoming
fall events. The October Obedience trial
and November Agility trial are just around
the corner. Also, SPDTC is sponsoring an
agility seminar with Barb Davis in October.
If you are currently an agility student, this is
a fantastic learning opportunity.
Finally, with winter ’s fast approach
remember our class cancellation policy.
Should there be any question if classes are
being held, please call the club and listen
to any announcements from the obedience/
agility directors. This is the best way to
ensure you have the most up to date
information.

Saint Paul Dog Training Club

SPDTC Newsletter
Director of Training Report
Greg Kirmeier

Page 2

This class will address that issue, and
we hope to develop a list of potential
(trained) volunteers that can be shared
with other clubs across the Metro area.
Kudos to Ron Halling for taking the lead
in addressing this problem.

Labor Day is now behind us, and we are
gearing up for a busy Fall and Winter
season at SPDTC.

Agility
SPDTC will host 2 days with 7-time AKC
World Team member and 6 time NAC
winner Barb Davis on the weekend of
October 27-28, 2012. This is a fantastic
learning opportunity offered at a
significant discount to SPDTC members.
There are sessions aimed at all levels of
learning, from teams just starting out to
seasoned competitors looking for new
ideas. Barb is a great presenter, and I
am sure it will be a fun time. Details and
descriptions of the sessions are
available on the website, along with
registration forms and instructions. If you
have further questions, you can contact
Ginny Hayes.

Obedience
In July SPDTC hosted a 2 day seminar
with Laura Romanik. Participant reports
were extremely positive. Laura takes a
very "from the ground up" approach to
training a competitive dog. Her insight
into working with puppies and young
dogs was new and refreshing.

In closing, I'd like to take this opportunity
to wish the best of luck to all the SPDTC
members competing in the club's
October 2012 Obedience Trial and the
November 2012 Agility Trial. Home court
advantage is a beautiful thing! We are
fortunate to train at a facility that also
hosts competitive events.

On September 21st we will host a free
class for people interested in working as
a Steward in Obedience trials. This is a
city-wide opportunity, open to all
interested parties (members and nonmembers). Obedience trials are often
strapped for volunteers. This is a
problem not just for SPDTC, but for all
the clubs in our area. While serving as a
Steward is a great way to get a feel for
the sport, beginners often hesitate
because they are unsure what is
required.

Best of luck and congratulations also, to
the SPDTC members who have qualified
for the National Obedience Invitational
and for the Agility Invitational. Have a
great time in Orlando, and just so you
know - I'm cheering for you!
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MEMBER
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Obedience

Jon Pidde

Benson

Agility

Will Koukkari

Cache-Cache

Agility

Connie Townsend

Moola

Confirmation

Connie Townsend

Tanner

Confirmation

Connie Twonsend

Song

Agility

Denise K Doll-Kiefer

Abbie

Agility

Jan Richards

Sheila

These are members who are going to Florida and showing their
dogs at the National Championship. Good Luck to you all.

St Paul Dog Training Club Agility Intermediate
students came out with a bang at out August Agility
Show.
(Left to Right) Caitlin Valhalla (teacher) , Carol Lauren-Smith with
Casanova, John Scandurra with Gemme, and Tom Lenzmeier
with Puzzle. Well done.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Congratulations to Jan and MACH 3 Sheila
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Upcoming Events:
Obedience Trial: Oct. 5-7, 2012
Barb Davis Agility Seminar: Oct. 27-28, 2012
Agility Trial: Nov. 9-11, 2012
Volunteers are always needed, contact:

volunteer@spdtc.com
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– part three

Cindy Rustad

In late February of 2003, the time
was right. She was in season and it
was now or never. So I loaded up
my car, drove to St. Cloud, picked
her up and took her to Sioux Falls to
meet her paramour.
Now, before you get the idea that I
was running some kind of long
distance dating service, let me
explain. “She” is Bluebanner’s
Kindred Legend and I was taking
h e r t o m e e t “ J o ’s X t r a H o b i
O’Himark”. It was a match made in
Minnesota. You guessed it – an
arranged breeding.
The journey was not without effort
and had to overcome some serious
obstacles. Late February often
produces the season’s most severe
storms and this year was no
exception. I fought a blizzard all the
way to St. Cloud, then down to
Sioux Falls. The father to be also
had to fight his way back home after
a weekend of dog shows in
Oklahoma.

But love, (at least on my part), knows no
bounds and nature took its course. The
inclement weather did lead to the names
for two of the progeny – Hobi’s Xtrem
Trip O’Bluebanner UD MX MXJ RN CGC
and my current dog, Hobi’s Xact Time
O’Bluebanner UDX3 OM2 OA NAJ RN.
He’s better known as “Zack.”
Zack is my third dog, and my third
sheltie. People say that all dogs are
different and they’re right. He may have
the most potential of any dog I’ve had.
He is also proving to be my biggest
challenge as a trainer/handler. He has a
great ability for obedience, but has the
“fieriest” personality. This has gotten him
into trouble on occasion.
He is what I call a reactive dog. He’s
always looking around, not uncommon
for a herding breed, but he has an inner
need to express his disapproval if
everything isn’t in order.
(continued)

Training Club

Here’s an example: I’ve developed the
habit of stroking him in the ring. Putting
my hands on him settles him down and
calms him. This hasn’t been easy. I’m
the kind of handler who gets more
worked up as my dog gets worked up.

Saint Paul

And, naturally, when he’s looking
around, he’s not paying attention to me –
which should be his first and foremost,
responsibility. Many times we’ve been
heeling along, doing just great then, I
suddenly find myself alone. He’s off
checking on something or telling
someone to behave. Since dogs are
linear thinkers, it’s hard for him to
remember what he was doing before the
distraction. He’s certainly taught me a lot
about handling and training. I’ve had to
let go of some previously very effective
training methods and work to do things
that keep him focused and attentive
even in the most stimulating
environments.
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That’s self-defeating with a dog like
Zack. I have to go the opposite way and
become more calm if he starts getting
wound up in the ring. Not surprisingly,
stroking him calms me too.
And, there has been that little ‘sit/stay’
issue. We’ve been battling that for two
years. We got some good advice from
several people has helped that, and we
work on it continuously, but it’s kind of
like crab grass; it’s never, really gone.
Along the way, he’s managed to pick up
33 UDX legs. That’s where you qualify in
both Utility B and Open B on the same
day. That’s where the picture came from
– receiving his UDX 3 from Dick and
Sharon Wood.
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The Junior USA Team
By Brooke Knotek
Many people ask me “How did I
get onto the Junior USA team?” the
answer for that is I tried out for the team.
Since this is the first year the United
States has entered the European Open
Junior Championships (EOJ) it was sort
of like a “test drive”. The USA coach,
Chris Ott, decided any junior handler
interested could enter. They had to print
off the try-out course, set it up, and send
in a video of yourself and your dog
running the course. Ott would than
review all video material to make her
final decision. Since this was the first
year the USA would enter they sent a
mass email to all the junior handlers who
had competed this past December 2011
at the junior handler championships in
Orlando, Florida. I got the email in my
fifth hour class and immediately texted
my mom telling her I had to enter
because it was my last year as a junior
handler (my 18th birthday is in August
2012). So I managed to send in a video
and hope for the best. On Friday April
13th 2012 was when the results were
posted. I got an email when I was at
work and almost screamed when I saw
my name on the list.
"
As soon as we were 100% sure I
wanted to go through with this I had to
find ways to raise money to afford the
expenses. I spoke with various kennel
clubs such as St. Croix Valley Kennel
Club, The Animal Inn Junior Handler
Club, The Minnesota Agility Club, St.
Paul Dog Training Club and a few
others. Majority of them made very
generous donations and others such as
St. Paul Dog Training Club held a “run’ndone” event as well as a bake sale. This
donation helped tremendously because
SPDTC also matched the total up to
$500. After this, I began to talk to local
businesses, family, and friends. I also
started two donation websites and
opened a P.O. Box.
I was really
surprised with how many people were
willing to make a donation.

"
Next, we had to get all the paper
work finished as well as all vet visits
scheduled, and airplane tickets
purchased. This turned out to be much
harder than it sounds-mostly the
paperwork. But when all was said and
done we left MN to Chicago on July 7th
(we had to fly out of Chicago because
Minneapolis will not take dogs in the
summer). On July 8th we left Chicago
and flew to Düsseldorf then to Vienna
then to Vienna we drove to Pinkafeld,
Austria. It was about a 45 minute drive.
When we arrived in Pinkafeld we found
our dorms and were able to get settled
and met up with the team. The next day
we were able to go out to a field and
practice on some the equipment and get
the dogs adjusted. Many things are
different from the equipment we use in
the United States. One thing I loved was
that the weave poles were 25” apart
rather than 22” or 24”. As soon as Lady
figured this out she was so much faster
through them. It was so much fun! We
pretty much took the rest of that day to
relax as well as catch up on sleep.
July 13, 2012
We had an official team practice
on the actual field the event was being
held on as well as with the same
equipment. The USA shared the ring
with Spain because we both had small
teams. Later that evening was the
Opening Ceremonies. It was quite the
experience with all the different countries
there. Many of the dogs were dressed up
or spray painted with their countries
colors. There was tons of music and
chanting. There was so much energy in
the air! Eventually all the team’s coaches
or a member of the team would bring up
their countries flag.
(Continued)
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It was the first day of competitionall individual scoring. I woke up bright
and early to go out and “shark” the
courses. We watched closely as parts of
the courses were being built. One thing I
learned was that even after I walked the
course and everyone cleared the course
the judge could go and move an
obstacle a few feet, to their own liking. I
ran in the first hour. We ran tall to small
so we began with the large dogs and I
was in the first 20 dogs. The course was
smoother than I expected but definitely
had its more challenging parts. As soon
as they started to run, I went to go get
my dog to warm her up. Fortunately
when we were warming up everything
was going perfectly and she was very
alert and on top of her game, thank
goodness! As soon as I was up all I
remember is my mind going blank… as
soon as I lead out everything else is
instinct. I came out of the ring to meet
my coach as well as a scanner for lady’s
microchip. I could barely think about
what just happened and just like that my
first run was over and done with. After I
calmed down I was able to evaluate my
run. It was a very solid run, much faster
than I thought so a lot of using my
mental “Plan B” on the course.
Unfortunately I had one refusal, but I still
had a blast running with my dog. All my
runs after this I approached the same
way, but my nerves were nothing
compared to my first run. At the end of
the day I ended up placing 95th out of
about 200 other large dogs. So it was
not quite where I wanted to place…but it
was better than last.
July 15, 2012

"
The next day was all Team
scoring. It was also pouring rain most of
the day. I was placed onto the Russian
team because the USA team only had
one large dog and Russia had three
large dogs, and you need four dogs to
make a team. So it was a “MixedCountry” team.
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We ran small to tall that day so I had
more time to stay out of the rain that
morning. When the large dog courses
opened for walking is when I met up with
my coach and was able to meet up with
the Russian team. I was not able to
communicate very well with them other
than a simple smile and wishing them
the best of luck! The Russian coaches
were very nice and very happy to have
me. After walking and running both
jumpers and standard the courses were
very wet and muddy! It sure didn’t seem
to slow the dogs down too much
fortunately. At the end of the day when
the scores were posted it showed the
placement of each team member on
their individual team as well as team
placements. I placed 1st on the Russian
team! This was definitely a highlight for
me. My score was able to boost the
team score ten placements! In the end
we ended up placing 32nd. That night all
the awards and closing ceremonies took
place. It was so much fun to see all the
countries together and rooting for each
other as people would go up to the
podium to accept their awards. We said
our goodbyes to our coach and team
manager, Chris and Frankie as well as
some great handlers from different
countries. The next day my mom and I
headed back to Vienna to catch our flight
back to the US. But even though I may
not have placed as well as I wanted to I
definitely learned a lot and met some
amazing handlers! This is an experience
I will never forget! And lastly, the
European style is wayyyyy different
compared to the American style of
handling. Let’s just say the Europeans
use blind crosses like we use butter on
bread.
Thank you to everyone who has
supported me! 
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SPDTC presents Barb Davis Agility Seminar
October 27th & 28
Barb is a seven-time AKC Agility World Team Member and has
won six National Championships.
Saturday, Oct 27, 2012 | 8 a.m. – noon
Perfecting crosses for beginners and
intermediates
Saturday, Oct 27, 2012 | 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Evaluating the course—which cross where and
why
Sunday, Oct 28, 2012 | 8 a.m. – noon
Adding blind crosses to your handling system
Sunday, Oct 28, 2012 | 1 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Setting lines and contact work
For pricing and to download Registration Form go to
www.spdtc.com/
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NOVEMBER 2012
Food Donation Month
Community
St Paul Dog Training Club would like to encourage our members to assist the local
food shelf “neighbor’s inc.” with a food donation. This is an opportunity to let our “dog”
community show support to the local “people” community.
A food barrel and boxes will be on a table by the bottom of the
stairs. Please help out for the month of November by bringing a food donation every
week or once during the month.
The club would like to thank you for your food donation.
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Contact Us At:

Club Address:
219 13th Avenue South
South St. Paul, Minnesota, 55076
Mailing Address:
P.O.Box 2443
Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota 55076
Phone number: 651.455.2431
Web:
http://www.spdtc.com/home.html

