
That Magic Moment

Recently, at a local dog obedience trial, I was 
watching the new Beginner Novice class. It was 
great fun to observe people as they had what was 
for most of them their first experience in an obe-
dience ring. The dogs and handlers were, for the 
most part, nervous and not that great. But the 
judge did a great job of putting them at ease and 
creating a rewarding experience. It made me think 
of my first experience in a ring. 

At that first show I was, like most folks, very ner-
vous. My dog lagged and I slowed down, making 
it worse. He didn’t want to do the stand and was 
slow on the recall. Somehow, I struggled through. 
So I remember that first time when I see the new-
bies at a show. 

As experienced exhibitors, many of us forget about 
that first show and first moment in the ring. It was 
that experience that drew us into showing again. I 
know that in my case, I went to obedience class for 
the same reasons most people do—to get their dog 
to be a good member of the family and to obey a 
few simple commands like stay and come.

But that first show experience can hook them into 
the sport. It did in my case and now, nearly 30 
years later, I have shown all over North America, 
competed in National Championships and judged 
here and abroad. I didn’t really have that in mind 
at that first show. 

Veteran handlers often ignore the Novice classes 
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unless they have returned for a two-weekend stint. 
We arrive early, set up our chairs and crates with 
our friends. We chat with the judges and our class-
mates, look at new puppies, discuss who is hot and 
who is not, show off new leashes and collars, and 
generally don’t even see the invisible folks who are 
there for that first moment.

The very people who could benefit from a little 
guidance on where to put things and how to check 
in don’t even register on our screens. Then we 
sit down and wonder why the entry numbers are 
down.

Maybe we should look in the mirror to find the 
answer to that question. People do things for very 
simple reasons. If they find an activity to be re-
warding and satisfying they will do it again. If it 
is uncomfortable and unsatisfying they won’t. We 
have the power to help them overcome the dis-
comfort and dissatisfactory nature of those first 
shows by simply making them welcome.

Though I am not a person who does New Year’s 
resolutions, I am challenging you to make one. 
Whether you do obedience, agility, conformation, 
tracking or any combination of those, I challenge 
you to make it a point at every show you go to this 
coming year to go up to at least one person you see 
who looks new and make them welcome.

Say, “Hello.” Ask if they have any questions. Offer 
to help them with something—anything. Pay it for-
ward is the popular term for this. It’s your chance 
to build those entries back up by helping people 
have a positive first experience in that “Magic Mo-
ment” even if they flunk.

Oh, and my first show experience: My first qualify-
ing score was a 172, but I got a green ribbon!
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Every RT is your RT. You can request certain 
things in your ring experience. It is as much up 
to you as anybody to make your RT as useful as 
possible. Personally, I think RTs are likely the best 
time and money spent by first-time handlers in 
preparation for showing.

The intention of Friday-night RTs is to provide a 
ring opportunity that comes reasonably close to a 
trial situation while still being relaxed. Those of us 
conducting the RTs are, essentially, props—part of 
the ring environment—the part that speaks. We try 
to accommodate what each participant seems to 
want, so long as it is not disruptive to others.

Some Fridays we have ample time to allow or even 
invite do-overs. Other Fridays we need to keep 
things moving. RTs can provide an opportunity 
to be serious without being somber. Maybe, just 
maybe, RTs can help us rediscover how to have 
fun in our sport.
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Run-Throughs

Also known as RTs

•	 What	they	are
•	 What	they	are	not
•	 What	they	can	be
•	 What	they	cannot	be

RTs are, perhaps, like the Kris Kristofferson lyric: 
“partly truth and partly fiction.” They are “truth.” 
They will show you what you might expect if you 
were to enter a real trial. They are “fiction.” They 
are not a real trial. They are not even a match.

There is (should be ?) a great deal less anxiety at 
an RT than at a real trial. This likely implies that 
many people’s handling will be more relaxed at 
RTs than at a trial. RTs provide a chance to ex-
periment with handling. There can be a chance 
for “do-overs.” They cannot be a training session. 
(There can be a fine line here, folks ). They can be 
a source of observations and suggestions, if re-
quested.  

RTs are useful. They can provide a bridge between 
training and showing. They may provide a venue 
other than your usual training venue. They may 
provide a preview to the venue you will have at 
an upcoming trial. RTs provide a chance to watch 
other handlers in a training mode and to discuss 
ideas with them. Do not fail to recognize the value 
in this. There is a wealth of ideas dangled in front 
of you if you simply open your eyes and ears to 
recognize them.

RTs provide variety. With different people con-
ducting the RTs, there is a chance to work with a 
variety of voices, styles and opinions.

RTs provide continuity. When the same person 
has a chance to run you through periodically over 
time, they can help you recognize improvements 
you are making (or things that you may be allow-
ing to slip). RTs can be an emotionally detached 
training partner. RTs can reduce the greenness of 
a dog (as well as a handler).  
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that means an extremely aggressive form of can-
cer. On October 2, the Blakelys lost Abe. He was
a great dog that loved every day with his family 
and when performing in agility. He really believed 
SPDTC was “Abe’s Place.”

“Abe started his career at 13 weeks of age,” Camay 
said. “His agility training was entirely a product of 
SPDTC. His accomplishments were so many, but 
rather than focus on them, I prefer to remember 
him as my boy that loved life, loved agility and 
changed our lives forever because we knew him.”

Karl and Camay’s hearts were fractured by the loss 
of Abe, but Camay appreciated something Ginny 
Hayes told them. “Ginny recently said to us, ‘I 
don’t feel sadness for you both as much as I do 
for the people that never experience the kind of 
relationships we share with our wonderful dogs.’ 
So true.”

In July 2010, Karl and Camay Blakely took a 
vacation to Yellowstone National Park. While on 
vacation, Abe completed his MACH 4. He shined 
brightly in six runs, five of which were first places. 
It was a great vacation for Abe.

The agility trial was in Billings, Mont., at the end 
of a two-week vacation. Abe trotted into the show 
arena, saw the equipment and looked up at us as 
if to say, “What a heck of a long ride to go to a dog 
show.”

Abe loved showing and that was most evident 
when he was in the 16-inch queue line. His pas-
sionate howling, whining and singing was only 
heard during agility trials.

Unexpectedly, in late September, Abe was diag-
nosed with hemangiosarcoma, a long, ugly word 

In Memory of MACH 4 Abe    
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   Update (cont.)

Winter 2010 

Happy Holidays! Winter has definitely arrived with 
the cold and snow, but at least we can continue to 
have fun with our dogs indoors. For me, the holi-
days are a time to reflect and be thankful for our 
wonderful dogs and all they give us throughout the 
year. Remember there is a holiday break at the end 
of December to allow instructors some time off. Be 
sure to check the calendar on the website or talk 
with your instructors about the dates on which you 
have class.

Agility News

SPDTC held its fall agility trial Friday, Nov. 12 
through Sunday, Nov. 14. The trial was full with a 
waiting list. All classes (Novice, Open and Excel-
lent) were offered on Friday in contrast to just 
offering Excellent classes—and that seemed to be a 
big hit.

Despite the snow storm which hit early Saturday 
morning, the trial went extremely well. The judge, 
Jill Roberts, had challenging but fun courses. Sev-
eral SPDTC club members earned MACHs at the 
trial, which is always special. Many, many thanks to 
all members who volunteered to help with the trial. 
The Club is fortunate to have so many people who 
are willing to pitch in. It is what makes our trials 
run so smoothly.

Many SPDTC students took advantage of a wonder-
ful opportunity on Saturday, Oct. 30 and Sunday, 
Oct. 31, 2010. Jacque Hoye held a seminar that 
included training sessions for puppies, speed, drive 
and motivation, jumping techniques and a weave 
boot camp. Jacque will be back with more training 
tips on Dec. 31, 2010. Look for additional informa-
tion from Camay about the details.

Another seminar is in the works for 2011. Joan 
Meyer will be at SPDTC on Saturday, Feb. 26 and 
Sunday, Feb. 27, 2011. The exact details are still 
being worked out, but this is a terrific opportunity 
to work with an experienced and highly respected 
agility trainer and handler. Joan will be coming to 
the Club from Triune Canine Training Center in 
Lawrence, Kan. She has been competing in agility 
since 1993 and has accrued more than 300 agility 
titles on many different breeds of dogs in almost 
all height classes. Joan has competed and placed 
highly in AKC and USDAA national events and par-
ticipated on the AKC/USA World team. She is also 
an AKC agility judge. So mark your calendars and 
watch for more information about this great educa-
tional opportunity. (cont.	on	page	5)
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By Ann Decker

With help from:
Ron Halling, Director of Obedience
& Camay Blakely, Director of Agility  
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(cont.	from	page	4)

Obedience News

SPDTC’s obedience trial on Oct. 8, 9 and 10, 
2010, went very well. Attendance was up from 
last year. We had excellent judges, Tom Master-
son and Chuck Anderson, who kept the classes 
moving and cheerful.

What may have gone unnoticed was SPDTC’s new 
volunteer program. We had three participants in 
the program. They gave their time one Friday night 
prior to the show to learn what it takes to steward 
at a trial. The class was taught by one of our resi-
dent judges, Cindy Rustad. Thanks Cindy!

The class included everything necessary to set up 
the rings, rules for showing and what judges are 
looking for from their stewards. As a bonus, stu-
dents learned many tips on how to participate as 
an exhibitor in a show themselves. Afterwards, the 
volunteers received practice time helping set up the 
rings for our run-throughs.

Huge thanks to Larry Sheets, Teri Pier and Nancy 
Katzmarek for joining our SPDTC dog family. All 
volunteers, including experienced stewards, re-
ceived a coupon for one free advanced class of their 
choice for each day worked.

If interested in joining our volunteer group or for 
more information, please visit the Club’s website or 
write Obedience@spdtc.com.

Thanks again to all of our volunteers and our be-
hind the scenes members who invest so much of 
their time to ensure SPDTC puts on a flawless show.

SPDTC will be starting a Beginning Utility class 
on Jan. 11, 2011. The class is tentatively set for 5 
p.m. Tuesday evenings and will be taught by Angie 
Martizna. Anyone interested can reserve a spot by 
contacting Obedience@spdtc.com.

Casanova had a Super Year,  earning eight different 
titles in four different types of events at four different 
venues. He earned Rally titles in both AKC ( REA) and 
UKC (ROL2).

Then in Obedience at St. Huberts and ASCA, he earned 
his Novice B titles.

In UKC Weight Pull, he earned both is UWP and 
UWPCH titles, taking points for most weight pulled per 
pound of body weight four times. And, on the same day 
as two of those wins, he took home HIT as well.  
 
To top it off, we went down to Missouri to the UKC 
Gateway Nationals and particpated in Rally, Weight Pull, 
Agility and Lure Coursing, and got into the breed ring 
one out of the six times entered.

Out of the events he entered, he won first place in all of 
them for a total of nine first-place ribbons. He earned his 
first Agility title—UKC AGL1, earning a “Super Dog” 
title. (cont.	on	page	6)  
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   by Carol Lauren-Schmidt

   UAG1 UWPCH URO2 FO GRCH UCDX
     Casanova’s Midnight Spirit–Super Dog REA CDX

mailto:mailto:Obedience%40spdtc.com?subject=


(cont.	from	page	5)

Super Dogs

A Super Dog is an unofficial title given to the dogs 
who earn a title in each of the following five UKC 
all-breed events (working	events	must	be	open	to	
all	breeds):

• Conformation
• Obedience
• Agility
• Rally Obedience
• Weight Pull  

Casanova is also the first Papillon to earn legs in 
Lure Coursing and should have his CA title at the 
next show that offers this event.

Brags & Wags (cont.) Brags (cont.)
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Got a Brag & Wag?
Just e-mail your B&W to:

momatemyhomework@gmail.com

SPDTC Newsletter Staff

Editor: Chris Hayes
Correspondent: Carol Mehlhaff
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Puppy Headstart Agility I & II

Next blocks start: Thursday, Jan. 13, 2011

 I @ 6 p.m.
II @ 7:30 p.m.

Say "YUP" to your PUP!

Four SPDTC members get MACHs in one trial!!!

mailto:momatemyhomework@gmail.com 
mailto:momatemyhomework@gmail.com 
mailto:skeggoxrules@gmail.com
mailto:cmehlhaff@gmail.com
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St. Paul Dog Training Club, established in 1953, is licensed by the American Kennel Club 

 
St Paul Dog Training Club  Mailing Address: 
219 13th Ave South   P O Box 2443 
South St Paul, MN 55075  Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 

 
 

Membership Application 
 
Date: ___________________ 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________________State:____________Zip:_____________ 
 
Home Phone: ____________________________Work Phone: _____________________ 
 
Other Phone: _____________________________E-Mail: _________________________ 
 
Single Membership   $15.00  Family Membership $20.00 
 
Family Members: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
In which events would you be willing to work?   Obedience  Rally  Agility 
 
Do you have a special talent (plumbing, carpentry, and painting) that you are willing to help at 
the club with? _____________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  



 
2010 SPDTC Awards Order Form  

 USE ONE FORM PER DOG (turn in by Feb 1, 2011 
 
Name:_________________________________Phone:_________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ (owner/trainers/handlers –Specify Which) 
 
Address:_______________________________Email:_________________________ 
 
 
 
_______________________________________Membership Date:_______________ 
 
There are two methods for submitting awards/orders forms: 

1. Mail to SPDTC Annual Awards, P O Box 2443, Inver Grove Hts, MN 55076
  

2. Deposit in mail box of Marcia Koukkari at the club (near front desk). 
 

LIST ALL TITLES EARNED IN 2010 – Circle the THREE title pins you want SPDTC to 
award for this dog.  You may purchase additional pins for titles earned.  In the box at the 
bottom of this form, list any pins you wish to buy in addition to the three that SPDTC will 
award.  Additional pins are $10.00 each. 

Dog's 
Name    

Eligible for Dual Performance or Championship 
Award_________________ 

Venue Agility Titles Obedience/Rally Titles 
Special: HIT,VCD, win at 

National Event 

AKC       

UKC       

USDAA       

NADAC       

CPE       

CKC       
Volunteer participation for at least two SPDTC events, programs or projects in 
2010 is required to receive awards. 
My Volunteer service in 2010 includes: 

 
1. _______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Signed: ___________________________________Date:_______________________ 
 

 
Your membership allows for up to three pins per dog for titles earned.  You may purchase any additional 
title pins you want at the cost of $8 per pin.  I wish to purchase these additional title pins for my dog. 
 
List: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Title pins & Quantities Purchased: _____________X $10. = ________________Total Enclosed 
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St Paul Dog Training Club’s Annual Meeting  
and banquet will be held on  
Saturday February 26, 2011. 

See Below for details, including costs and times. 
 
 

Annual Membership Dues 
 
 

Membership dues are payable between October 1, 2010 and the annual meeting date (which is February 26, 2010) 
for the current membership year.  If you joined the club on or after October 1, you DO NOT need to pay dues until 
2012.  Everyone else owes dues in the amount of $15 for a single membership, or $20 for a family membership.  
Note:  Club policy states that junior handlers and their parents must purchase a family membership. Please fill out 
the membership application and send in with your payment to the club. 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet Reservations 
 
 
When:  Saturday, February 26, 2011   Cocktail Hour: 5:30 – 6:30 P.M. 
       (Cash Bar)     
       Buffet Dinner: 6:30 – 7:30 P.M. 
Where: DeGidio’s Restaurant     Meeting: 7:30 – 9:30 P.M.  
             425 West Seventh Street      Price: $18.00 per person 
             St Paul MN 55105 
    
 
 
Reservations are due by Wednesday Noon, February 23rd.  Please Contact Marge if you have any questions (651) 
699-4696 
 
 
Name(s) ___________________________________Number of People Coming ___________________ 
 
             ____________________________________Total $ enclosed @ $18.00 per person____________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ Phone # ___________________________________ 
 
             ____________________________________Email:_____________________________________ 
 
Mail form and Check payable to SPDTC to:  Marge Peters 
      262 S Saratoga St 
      St Paul Mn 55105-2436 


