
Banquet Recap

By definition, the word “club” means a group of 
people brought together with a common purpose or 
interests. There is no doubt in my mind that SPDTC 
fits that definition. We are a group that loves dogs, 
loves to train dogs, loves to show dogs and don’t 
forget, we also like to brag about our dogs.

It maybe human nature to sometimes focus on our 
differences rather than what we have in common. 
Our paths don’t always cross, we train on different 
days, times or may have a preference for obedience 
rather than agility or visa-versa.

The annual banquet is the one time a year we get 
together, share stories and brags and elect our 
board of directors. The banquet is a wonderful time 
to reflect on our past year’s achievements while 
enjoying camaraderie with friends.

Our banquet was a wonderful evening that provided 
a change in venue from previous years. Joseph’s 
Grill provided a delicious dinner and the atmo-
sphere was warm and inviting. By popular demand, 
the club has booked Joseph’s Grill for its annual 
banquet in 2012. My personal kudos to each person 
that contributed to the success of this event.

2011 promises to be an exciting year with new 
training opportunities, new friends and many new 
memories that will be made and shared. At the bot-
tom of this article, I have included a short writing 
that provides a point of view on what our titles/
achievements represent.
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Additionally, SPDTC held elections the night of the 
banquet, and the club representatives for 2012 are 
listed on page 2 of the newsletter. 

I can’t speak for everyone, but I have a hunch that 
if you asked each of the board members, they might 
tell you that it was not in their original plans to be 
that involved with the Club. They came to SPDTC 
just to train their dogs and got “involved.” Maybe 
it started with helping to set up the ring for agility 
or obedience, helping out at a trial, who knows, the 
possibilities are endless.

The point is, our club is run by volunteers, small 
jobs, big jobs, shows, run thurs the list goes on and 
on. Without people stepping up and doing what 
is necessary, there would not be an SPDTC as we 
know it.

If you are one of those folks that are involved, 
“THANK YOU.” If you are on the sidelines watch-
ing, jump on in, the water is fine. We have two big 
shows coming up in April, our three-day spring 
agility trial and the obedience trial that is also a 
National Obedience Invitational Qualifier (it’s a 
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big deal). In a nutshell, think of it as, “We 
need to spruce up the joint because we got 
company coming.”

If you can help out let us know, watch for an-
nouncements regarding run-thrus, club cleanup 
days or a “cattle call” for stewards. Thanks in ad-
vance for helping and thank you for being members 
of our Club.

Board officers
President | Karl Blakely
Vice President | Phil Rustad
Secretary | Bev Olson
Treasurer | Marcia Koukkari

Board MeMBers
Ron Halling
Kristi Porteque
Ginny Hayes
Greg Kirmeier
Dick Wood
Mary Phelps
Ann Decker

Board MeMBer eMeritus
Marge Peters

Spring is here...
...and so are harmful pests

Spring is here and your dog will need some protec-
tion to prevent some parasites and diseases we see 
an increase in as the temperature rises, namely 
mosquitoes and heartworm disease, tick-borne 
diseases, fleas and intestinal worms. Understand-
ing a bit on how these products compare and work 
will help you pick the best products for your dog. 
Some of these products require a prescription 
from your veterinarian. The reason the heartworm 
prevention medication needs a prescription is 
because the prevention does not kill adult heart-
worms effectively.

All the products on the market actually arrest or 
kill the larvae and immature worms leaving adult 
worms to continue to do damage to your dog’s 
heart. Treating adult worms is more complex and 
not without possible complications so your veteri-
narian will want to be sure your dog does not have 
adult worms by performing a blood test prior to 
giving preventative medication. If preventative is 
started without knowledge of your dog’s status you 
may have the false impression of protection and in 
rare cases a dog with adult worms placed on pre-
ventative may have a reaction to the medication. 
This is less likely with the current medications on 
the market, but if your precious pooch is the one 
with the reaction it is one too many.

Yearly testing has become the norm because of the 
life cycle of the worm and also because if the pre-
ventative is not given correctly due to a clever dog 
spitting it out or a forgetful human administering 
it late the disease will be caught at a very curable 
stage. The recommendation is to give year-round 
heartworm prevention, which may be due in part 
because the products offer protection from other 
parasites some of which are transmissible to hu
mans (hooks and roundworms) or because most 

(cont. on page 3)
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belongs to a breed/cross that may, I highly suggest 
that you test your dog. Simple, quick and relatively 
inexpensive, it is knowledge that can help you, 
your dog and your vet.

Topical heartworm prevention can also be used in 
some dogs. Again the products vary on their active 
ingredients and which additional parasites they 
control. Selemectin and  moxidextin are the two 
most common topical avermectins used. Alone 
these products are considered safe and effective. 
Applied on the skin they are absorbed into the 
blood stream and intestinal tract where they kill 
immature heartworms and intestinal parasites like 
round and hookworms.

Selemectin (as in Revolution) will also kill some 
ticks, fleas and mites. Moxidextin when combined 
with imadacloprid (as in Advantage MULTI) also 
kills fleas and ticks, but is NOT appropriate for the 
sensitive MDR1 dogs. Before you use any prod-
uct or combine products make sure that you have 
confirmed its safety in your pet. Read the label and 
package insert.

Last but not least, an injectable product for heart-
worm is coming back on the market. Proheart 6 
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product comes in packages of six-month protec-
tion. In Minnesota, we need about nine months of 
protection from mosquitoes. 

Heartworm protection comes in three forms: 
oral, topical and now (or should I say re-released) 
injectable. The oral forms include non-flavored 
tabs, flavored tabs and semi-soft chewables. The 
flavoring can be either pork or beef so be sure to 
know if your pet has allergies to either and choose 
accordingly. The active ingredient may vary as 
well. Ivermectin and milbemycin oxime are both 
avermectins and in the low doses used for heart-
worm prevention may be used even in the herding 
breeds or those dogs with the MDR1 (multidrug 
resistance gene). These drugs in higher doses or 
in combination with other drugs or each other can 
cause serious side effects to susceptible dogs.

When in doubt call your veterinarian to check, or 
visit Multidrug Sensitivity in Dogs online. This 
Washington State University website describes 
which breeds are affected by this gene, how this 
gene mutation causes drug sensitivity, what drugs 
to be aware of and how to test your dog for the 
gene. If you suspect your dog has this sensitivity or 
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is becoming available and offers six months of 
protection with a convenient injection. Available 
in Australia for years in a six-month or 12-month 
shot, this injectable moxidextin offers help for 
those that forget to give their monthly product or 
want the ultimate convenience.

Due to the amount and slow release of moxidextin, 
I believe this product is NOT appropriate for the 
MDR1 dogs. Some dogs may have an allergic type 
reaction to this shot and will need to be observed 
for a short time after it is given. Just coming back 
on the market this year, this is a product your vet-
erinarian may or may not want to consider in their 
arsenal of preventatives. 

I believe no product is 100 percent perfect or 
reaction free. If your dog has a reaction, mild or 
not, let your veterinarian know about it. They 
will contact the manufacturer and help you deal 
with it. Buy your product from a trustworthy 
source. If you choose to buy online, be sure that 
the product is not outdated or opened and has 
been stored and shipped correctly so its potency 
is ensured. Not all online pharmacies are cheaper 
so compare pricing  and remember that your 
veterinarian may be able to apply promotions and 
be competitive in this market. It is important to 
choose a heartworm medication that works for 
you and your dog’s specific situation. 

Tick protection can come in the form of a spray, 
topical or collar. Products in sprays may contain 
repellents and/or have ingredients that offer a 
quick kill or a residual component. Some products 
are water-resistant and others are not. I can not 
emphasize how important it is to read the ingredi-
ents and be sure the products are safe and effec-
tive. Know how long the product will last on your 
dog. Some offer protection for hours, others for 
days or weeks or even months.

Some collars like those containing amitraz are very 
effective, but can only be used on “healthy” dogs. 
Fipronil, the active ingredient in topical Frontline, 

is transported by skin oils to the oil glands where 
it is wicked onto the hair shaft. Once this translo-
cation has occurred (which takes about 24 hours) 
this product will begin to kill ticks in 12 hours. 
You should refrain from washing your dog a few 
days before or after applying this product so that 
the oils on your dog’s body will help dispense the 
product. Frontline also works well for fleas. Safe 
and effective, this is my go-to product for tick pro-
tection. I know what I like and I like what I know.

Frontline Plus has a growth regulator to kill 
flea eggs as well. If you have a flea problem, 
you may want to use this product. The topical 
selemectin product will work on ticks, fleas, 
some mites and intestinal parasites. This prod-
uct works as mentioned before by being ab-
sorbed into the bloodstream.

So even though some products are applied or 
given in the same manner orally or topically their 
mechanism of action may be different. Do not 
hesitate to discuss which product or combination 
of products can be used on your dog. Not all prod-
ucts can be used on pregnant or breeding animals. 
Not all products are as safe to handle as others 
for you and your family or other pets. Many dog 
products can be deadly in cats. Check the labeling 
before applying and double check just to be sure. 
Call your veterinarian or the 1-800 number on 
the package or poison control immediately if your 
pet eats a topical product or ingests more product 
than prescribed. 

These products are safe and effective when used 
correctly and prevent your dog from getting dis-
eases or parasites that can hurt or kill him. So pick 
up your prevention today and start enjoying this 
warmer weather!
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Spring 2011 

This has been an incredibly long and tough win-
ter for people and dogs. Those who participate in 
winter sports had a great year, but for the rest of 
us who just like to walk our dogs outside, we can 
only hope spring is on its way and will eventually 
bring us warm temperatures to melt the moun-
tains of snow. And what a relief it will be to see 
some green!

Agility newS

SPDTC will hold its spring agility trial on Friday, 
April 8, to Sunday, April 10. All classes (Novice, 
Open and Excellent) will be offered all three days. 
The judge is Judith Flagle from Amarillo, Texas. 
The trial provides a great opportunity for SPDTC 
agility students—especially those who are new to 
agility—to come and see an agility trial in action. 
Better yet, think about volunteering for one of the 
many jobs necessary for the trial. You get the best 
seat in the house (in the ring) and you do not need 
any experience. People running the trial will be 
happy to explain the volunteer job to you and help 
in any way.

Twenty-two SPDTC students took advantage of a 
wonderful opportunity on Jan. 23, 2011. Jacque 
Hoye was at SPDTC for a half-day seminar pro-
vided just for SPDTC students. This was origi-
nally scheduled on Dec. 31, 2010, but had to be 
rescheduled due to the weather. The seminar was 
a great success.

In the last edition of the newsletter, I mentioned 
another seminar with Joan Meyer. This had been 
set for Feb. 26 and Feb. 27, 2011, but due to a con-
flict was not held on those dates and is being re-
scheduled. The exact details are still being worked 
out, but it now looks like the seminar will be held 
in early 2012. This is a terrific opportunity to work 
with an experienced and highly respected agility 
trainer and handler. Watch for more information 
about this great educational opportunity.

Please note the following change in class schedule: 
the next agility block begins on March 24 with 
the exception of the Thursday night Foundations 
class. For this block only, the Foundations class 
will start a week later on March 31.

Obedience newS

SPDTC is offering three obedience fun matches to 
provide additional training opportunities. The first 
was held on February 20, 2011, and, despite the 
beginning of one of our many big snowstorms, was 
very well attended. The second was held March 26. 
A third fun match will be held April 23. The third 
will happen just a week before SPDTC’s obedi-
ence trial (more information below). Fun matches 
are run like obedience trials and give you a great 
opportunity to “try out” the rings and feel more 
comfortable with the show environment.

Sign up on both days starts at 8 a.m. and closes at 
9 a.m. The actual runs will start at 8:30 a.m. Many 
thanks to Cindy and Phil Rustad for planning and 
organizing these events.

The spring obedience trial at SPDTC will be held 
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what judges are looking for from their stewards. 
Watch for more information on signs at the 
Club and on the website. If you have any ques-
tions or are interested in participating, contact 
Obedience@spdtc.com.

SPDTC started a Beginning Utility class on Janu-
ary 11, 2011, taught by Angie Motta. Angie is a 
familiar face at SPDTC and has had a phenomenal 
career going from Novice A to OTCH with her 
golden retriever, Jack. Although she has assisted 
and subbed as an instructor in other classes at 
SPDTC, this is the first class she has taught on her 
own and she is getting rave reviews.

In her “other” life, Angie is a vet tech. She grew 
up with Goldens and has had them her whole life. 
Currently, Angie has three dogs at home—Mystic, 
who is ten years old, Jack who is five and Riot, her 
two-year-old. In addition to obedience, Angie has 
competed in hunt tests with Jack and he has his 
Junior Hunter as well as Working Certificate.

The incredible success Angie has had in obedi-
ence started almost as a whim. She got Jack from 
her aunt (as she has all her dogs) and came to 
watch obedience classes. Club member Pat Nevins 
encouraged Angie to participate in class and that 
started a great run for Angie and Jack. They have 
gone on to achieve their UDX2 and OTCH. They 
also participated in the AKC Invitational in 2010. 
Angie is continuing the tradition of excellence with 

(cont. on page 7)
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Friday, April 29, through Sunday, May 1. This is a 
very special event because it is a qualifier for the 
National Obedience Invitational. The Invitational 
is the annual AKC Obedience Championship, 
which will be held in Orlando, Fla., next January. 
We expect to see some talented, new faces at the 
trial. To qualify for the Invitational, a team has 
to be entered in Open B and Utility B for all three 
days. The total score from those six runs is added 
up and the top four teams get an automatic invita-
tion to the Invitational. Those four are selected 
after the other teams who get selected based on 
total points for the year.

They generally represent teams of great working 
dogs who just do not have the time or resources to 
campaign a dog all year as needed to accumulate 
enough points to get invited as one of the repre-
sentatives of their breed. For teams of UDX work-
ing dogs, it is a great chance to get into the “big 
show.” For those of us at SPDTC, it is a terrific op-
portunity to see some of the best obedience teams 
in the country.

In order to host obedience trials, the Club needs 
its wonderful volunteers. Another class for vol-
unteers will be held on Friday, April 22. It will be 
taught by AKC obedience judge and club member, 
Sharon Hodgens Wood, and will cover what is nec-
essary to set up the rings, rules for showing and 
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hearts of his breeders and my brother- and sis-
ter-in-law. The city of Blue Earth only permits 
an owner to have three dogs. As they already 
had three, they decided to drop Cisco off at my 
house. We were both so scared of each other 
that first day.

However, an agreement was reached: he would 
stay with my brother during the week and with 
me on weekends. In return, he was to be al-
lowed to go hunting with my brother. Cisco was 
my first dog and I was almost 50. 

Pancho came into the picture a few years later 
after Cisco was into agility. He had two moth-
ers as a puppy. Where he was whelped, the 
breeder had two females with puppies at the 
same time. The mothers took turns caring for 
the pups in their one whelping box.

(cont. on page 8)
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Riot and they just finished their CD.

From the perspective of one of her students, Angie 
is very positive (for both handlers and dogs) and 
has the ability to break down the sometimes con-
fusing Utility exercises into straightforward train-
ing exercises. When asked what she enjoys about 
teaching Beginning Utility, Angie said she liked 
seeing dogs and handlers progress. She also enjoys 
observing what she has learned translate into suc-
cess for others. We are very lucky to have Angie as 
one of our instructors.
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Instructor Profile 

Gail Eckles 

I have three English Springer spaniels, Field 
bred, Cisco, 16 years old, Pancho, eight, and 
Dulcinea, two. I started agility when Cisco was 
seven years old. While watching agility on TV, I 
decided to try it with Cisco.

I went to the Internet and tried to find out 
about this new sport. With crates, broomsticks 
and any other thing I could find, I turned my 
house turned into a practice area. In the south-
ern part of Minnesota, agility people and re-
sources were and still are scarce. 

There are many people that have helped me 
along the way. My philosophy is one can learn 
something from anyone if you listen and try 
what they are explaining. You need take only 
what works for yourself. 

Cisco, my rent-a-dog, became a member of my 
family while I was teaching. Where I was liv-
ing, pets were not permitted. Cisco had won the 
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Pancho is a very loyal and concerned and has 
a hard time leaving me behind on an agility 
course. He is very aware of what is going on 
with me and is always available to give a com-
forting lick. 

Dulce, the newest addition to our pack, is very 
intense in everything she does. It doesn’t mat-
ter if it is tracking, hunting, obedience or agil-
ity. She is my dream dog. 

All three try their hardest to please. Life would 
be very empty without them.

This is my second year teaching at SPDTC. I 
have been helping Ginny Hayes with the Head 
Start Agility program and Bev Olsen with 
Foundations. It has been a very interesting 
experience helping these master agility teach-
ers. One also always learns from their students, 
which is very rewarding. There have been many 
lessons to learn on the road to agility.
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Puppy Headstart Agility I & II

Next blocks start: Thursday, June 2, 2011

 I @ 6 p.m.
II @ 7:30 p.m.

Say "YUP" to your PUP!

Got a Brag & Wag?
Just e-mail your B&W to:

momatemyhomework@gmail.com
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