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Message From The President
Karl Blakely

Spring is coming.
Living in Minnesota, the winter gives us
the opportunity to experience cabin fever
first hand. By the buzz of activity down at
the club, many of us have found refuge
from the remote and couch by spending
time polishing up our training skills.
Doing heeling patterns on an icy cold
driveway or practicing teeters and ramps
on snow covered agility equipment are
just not that enticing. My shelties with
their nice thick coats always love a walk
no matter the weather, but if they could
talk, I am sure they would choose to run
around on the black mats over a walk
anytime. I can remember many a time
getting home from work and not having
the desire to pack up “the pack” and
bring them down to train, but I would be
hard pressed to come up with a time that
on the return trip home I regretted going.
I think it is more than just training; it is a
social thing for both dogs and people.

Last month, my wife Camay and I had to
put our (15) year old sheltie “Joe” down.
Joe was Camay's Novice A dog. While
many of us know the experience of out
living our (4) legged best friend, there is
something special in the memories our
Novice A dog. Those experiences with
our first dog cannot be measured in
ribbons and titles. While the experience
of training and showing is always new to
each dog, there is only one first time we
get to go thru it together. I think how
much I would have missed without
having “Joe” in our family. I would not be
writing this article, a member of this club,
countless friendships, travel, judging,
and much more.
So if you are lucky enough to be
enjoying the company of that first dog
give them some extra love. If not, think
about them while you are down at the
club on one of those cold winter nights
hanging out with your friends.
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From The President Cont’d
Now, I would like to provide some
updates from the Boardroom. February
was the SPDTC Awards Banquet and
Annual Election. Congratulations to the
many teams that earned titles in 2012.
The list seems to get longer each year
and is a testimony to our excellent
training programs.

In addition, elections were held and the
Officers and Board for 2013 are as
follows:
Karl Blakely – President
Jon Pidde – Vice President
Bev Olson - Secretary
Lori Mo – Treasuer
Kristi Portugue, Ron Halling, Greg
Kirmeier, Ginny Hayes, Carol
Mehlhaff, and John Scandurra
Marge Peters and Dick Wood –
Members Emeritus

Need Information? Please check our website:
http://spdtc.com
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Director of Training Report
Greg Kirmeier

I’m writing this report as a break from
packing for the National Agility
Championships. I hate packing, but the
NAC is a Rite of Spring and Summer
cannot be far behind. This year the NAC
is combined with the NOI and the New
Rally Championships. I look forward to
seeing many SPDTC members among
the Agility, Obedience and Rally
competitors.
Our Training programs continue to run
well under the guidance of Camay
Blakely, Director of Agility, and Ron
Hallings, Director of Obedience. They
work very hard with our instructors to
ensure the best possible programs at
SPDTC.
Obedience:
The are some new faces and sadly one
leaving SPDTC on Obedience night.
Judy Fey has decided to move on from
teaching SPDTC's very successful
Puppy Einstein classes. You'll still see
her around as she helps with an eight
week transitional instructor to prevent
any lapse in training levels. She'll also
continue as one of the four Run-Thru
folks giving tips and helping handlers
prepare for upcoming shows. She will be
greatly missed on Tuesday nights in her
familiar classroom.

Replacing Judy we'd like to congratulate
Angie Amotta-Martizna on taking over
t h e p u p p y p r o g r a m . Yo u w i l l
recognize Angie as the lead instructor of
our Fun with Fundaments class. She
brings with her a wealth of knowledge
and her love of puppies. Her valued
experience will make her a wonderful
replacement to continue our Einstein
program.
Phil Rustad has accepted a request to
come back and share his wisdom
teaching a 5 pm version of our heavily
populated Intermediate class. This
reduces congestion in the ring already
staffed with two instructors at 7 pm
allowing for more attention on each
exercise with each student to further
their training success.
Our Intern program has produced two
widely varied new instructors. Our first,
Amber Eisfeld, had limited training
before coming to SPDTC. But, what she
lacked in experience she made up for
with enthusiasm. She's been
training at Beginner, Intermediate and
Novice levels steadily increasing her
knowledge base while working with the
instructors attaining new training skills.
You'll find her sharing her training
techniques with students in Beginners
and Intermediate classes. Her acute
attention to detail is pronounced as she
constantly moves from student to
student explaining the new exercise or
helping to them achieve the desired
results.Her two pit-bull mixes, Biggie
and Faith are her dogs and you can

(cont.)
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(Director Of Training Report Cont.)
find her working Faith in Novice each
Tuesday.
Our other intern turned instructor is
Victoria Varhalla. She comes to us as a
seasoned show person since 1997.
Besides reaching the Utility level with
different dogs she is also active in Agility
and Rally and is currently working
her Sheltie Bleu.
After also working with the other
instructors she has become the second
instructor in Intermediate and the
replacement instructor for Fun with
Fundamentals. Both of these woman bring
a fresh attitude toward learning and a
desire to help students want to come back
for more.
Through these new additions,
redeployments and our phenomenal core
group of instructors we have maintained
the emphasis on putting the
student's needs first and help all who
attend our classes reach the success they
have come to expect.
There have been upgrades to the
Obedience equipment. New jumps were
purchased to make sure we have full sets
in good working order for classes and
competition. Mirrors are being added to
the walls in several rings to help handlers
with visual feedback on what’s happening.
Thanks to Jon Pidde for sorting out the
purchase of the new jumps and to the
amazingly handy Dick Wood for sorting
out the mirrors.

Agility
The Agility classes are going smoothly.
We are trying to find ways to offer
students additional time to train on club
equipment.
This past weekend, I hosted 3 hours of
Open Ring time for members. I would call
this pilot event successful, and we will
attempt to do more sessions in the future.
Camay and I are discussing other options
for access to equipment, and students will
hear more about them when our ideas are
more fully formed.
Effective March 1, 2013 AKC will allow the
use of a break-away tire in competition (it
will be required after September 2, 2013).
SPDTC has purchased a break-away, and
you can see it at the back of the main
floor. This clever device uses a set of
magnets to hold the two halves of the tire
together.Should a dog strike the obstacle
with sufficient force (it’s calibrated to
release at 15lbs., I think) the two halves
will separate. The judge will call such a
break as a fault, similar to dropping a bar.
Having seen 1 or 2 dogs take the tire
really badly, I think this is a huge advance
towards safer agility.
For what it’s worth, AKC and other Agility
organizations are continuing to consider
rule and equipment changes intended to
make the sport safer for dogs.SPDTC
tracks on these discussions, and we will
keep Club equipment up to date and as
safe as possible.
It was wonderful to see so many people at
the banquet this year. Thank You for our
success.
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The Dilemma of Socialization and
Immunity
By: John Scandurra, DVM

Puppy socialization is the process of
learning how to comfortably participate in
human society. The socialization period is
when puppies are most accepting of new
experiences. It occurs between 3 and 12
weeks of age. During this period we need
to expose the puppy to other dogs,
people, sights, smells, sounds, etc., in a
way that is comfortable for the puppy.
This is how a puppy learns to properly
respond to the stresses life will throw at
him or her. A great way to help socialize a
puppy is through puppy classes such as
Saint Paul Dog Training Club’s Puppy
Einstein classes.
Without adequate
socialization, dogs can grow up with
behavior problems such as fearfulness or
aggression.
Whether participating in
obedience or agility or a walk around the
block, socialization is essential to creating
a confident and well-rounded dog.
Puppyhood is a time when every aspect
of the dog is developing, including the
immune system. Antibodies are a part of
the immune system that protect against
disease. Immediately after birth, puppies
receive antibodies in the milk from their
mothers.

But these maternal antibodies gradually
degrade and are gone by about 10 weeks
of age. For a more durable resistance to
disease, we need the puppy’s immune
system to generate its own antibodies.
That is the purpose of a vaccine.
Vaccines stimulate the puppy’s immune
system to create antibodies that typically
will last for years.
While maternal
antibodies initially protect the puppy from
disease, they also prevent the vaccines
from having their full effect.
So to
minimize gaps in protection, we need to
continue vaccinating the puppy while the
maternal antibodies fade away. That is
why veterinarians vaccinate puppies
multiple times until he or she is at least 14
weeks of age.
The socialization period occurs while the
immune system is still developing. The
dilemma we face is that if we wait until the
puppy has full immunity from disease, we
will miss the socialization period.
Veterinary behaviorists agree that the
necessity of socialization greatly
outweighs the small risk of disease.
SPDTC has implemented common-sense
measures that facilitate socialization while
keeping the risk of infection very low. We
conduct puppy classes on easily cleaned
surfaces that are regularly sanitized.
Also, we require puppies to have received
one vaccine and deworming prior to the
first class and to be participating in a
vaccination protocol along with your
veterinarian. Just as you would with a
toddler, please keep your puppy home if
he or she is coughing or has diarrhea.Be
sure to bring your veterinary records to
the first class. By taking these steps we
can ensure your puppy grows up to be a
healthy and happy dog.
(Cont.)
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The Dilemma of Socialization and Immunity Cont’d
By: John Scandurra, DVM
A sample vaccine protocol is shown in Table 1. Please talk with your veterinarian to
develop a plan that is appropriate for you and your puppy.

Table 1: Vaccine protocol, as recommended by American Animal
Hospital Association

Initial Puppy
Vaccine

Puppy
Boosters

Final Puppy
Vaccine

1st Booster
as Adult

Adult
Boosters

between
14 & 16 weeks

1 year after initial
vaccines

every
3 years

na

na

1 year after initial
vaccine

every
1 year

na

na

1 year after initial
vaccine

every
3 years

Core Vaccine (Distemper virus+Adenovirus
+Parvovirus)
6-8 weeks old

every
3-4 weeks

Kennel Cough Vaccine
6-8 weeks old

Rabies Vaccine
after 12 weeks
old
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A View from Beginner
Novice A
By Charlie Leavitt

I have been involved with Purebred Dogs
for well over 30 years. During that time
my activities were almost exclusively in
breeding and showing my dogs in
conformation. My dogs won at the highest
level: National Specialties, The
Montgomery County Kennel Club – the
“World Series” of terriers - and at
Westminster. I did train a Wire Fox Terrier
in Obedience but he departed before I
could finish his CD.
I know my way
around a dog show but the vast majority
of my experience is in the breed ring. I
am a member of the St. Paul Dog Training
Club. I’ve been lucky to have great
teachers: Karen Coffee, Leroy Pilarski and
Angie Martizna. I am grateful for their
patience and instruction. I enjoy the Club
and would like to see it continue to
flourish.
When I began in obedience the
distribution of entries was quite a bit
different from the way it is today.

There were more breeds in evidence and
the big entries were in the Novice classes.
To make sure I wasn’t just imagining this I
consulted a catalog from the Key City
Kennel Club Show held April 14, 1985.
The Obedience entries were as follows:
Novice A – 29, Novice B – 21, Open A –
21, Open B – 36, Utility (undivided) – 37.
Contrast these entries with the St. Paul
Dog Training Club Show of October 6,
2012: Novice A – 8, Novice B – 9, Open A
– 13, Open B – 27, Utility A – 11, Utility B
– 23. It seems that the bulk of the entries
are now in Open B and Utility B
representing our most experienced and
accomplished teams.
The number of
entry level exhibitors, in Novice A, is less
than one – third of the 1985 entry. I see
this at every Obedience Trial I attend.
There are probably many reasons for this:
a tough economy, the time and effort
required to train a competitive dog doesn’t
fit today’s “instant gratification” lifestyle
and the time spent showing dogs can
consume and entire weekend but,
whatever the reasons, Novice competitors
represent the future of the sport. We must
encourage new people to participate or
our sport, with all of its grand traditions,
will become extinct. What can be done? I
have a few ideas.
From the beginning, instructors should
encourage their students to get involved.
They should encourage Club Membership
and they should talk about the myriad
benefits of showing a dog in Obedience.
(Cont.)
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A View from Beginner Cont’d.

Many people come to lessons because
they enjoy working with their dogs but
choose not to compete. Olympic and
World Champion Lanny Basham says
that “Practicing without competing is
like getting a date, getting dressed up
and never going to the dance”. Let’s
make sure that our newcomers get to
the dance. If they once experience the
connection felt when their dog is
focused and driving forward, they will
become hooked for life.
Beginning students should be
encouraged to steward at a Trial.
There is no better way to experience
the feel and wonder of an Obedience
Trial. The steward is involved in the
action and has to pay attention. Our
Club offers great stewarding classes
but fails to promote them to the
beginner groups. We should try to
include one new steward on every
team.
The American Kennel Club makes
showing in the performance events
much easier than it was 30 years ago.
We have Rally, which serves as a great
gateway to traditional Obedience. We
also have the Beginner and Graduate
Classes which serve to guide
exhibitors to the next level by
encouraging participation before all of
the skills for the next level are
mastered. Yet I often hear fellow
exhibitors speaking disparagingly of
these classes as if they don’t represent
“Real Obedience”.
These attitudes
must change.

Many of us who train small dogs wish there
was a separate training class for our
diminutive breeds. We are almost always
surrounded by much larger dogs and this
makes the class heeling exercises a
particular challenge. The group exercises,
long sits and downs, also present some
problems. It is very unsettling, especially
to a Novice handler, to have some giant
dog look at our small dog as if it was a
snack. Yes, I know that in competition we’ll
have to put our dogs next to whatever is
entered but presumably, by that point, the
dogs will be sufficiently trained to at least
hold their positions. In training, at least,
there might be some value in separating
the small breeds and allow them train with
an instructor who has trained and
competed with smaller dogs.
The good people who teach our classes
are also some of our finest competitors. At
a Trial these people will often be focused
on their own performances and that is as it
should be. Still, it would be nice if, after
their ring times, they were able to look up a
few of their students to offer
congratulations or sympathy. Perhaps, at
the next class, the instructor could ask
what worked and what didn’t and offer a
plan to fix the faulty performance element
so that, at the next show, the student can
give a better account of herself. A little bit
of caring and kindness will go a long way
with a Novice competitor.
Last, but not least, I think we should hold a
seminar for beginners at which the rules of
Obedience Trials are explained and the
process of entering a Trial is explained and
demonstrated.
(Cont.)
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A View from Beginner Cont’d.

Filling out an entry form seems
second nature to the experienced
exhibitor but it can be a daunting
task for a first-timer.
Let’s do
everything we can to encourage
newcomers. The opinions
expressed in this article are my
own.

If you agree with some, or all, of what I’ve written
I’d love to hear from you. If you disagree with me
I’d like to hear that too.
Please take my
comments in the spirit with which they were
written: a devoted dog owner and would-be
trainer, who would like to improve the sport of
Pure-Bred dogs for the benefit of all.

Christmas Party 2012
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BANQUET
Thank you to all of you who came to the St Paul Dog Training Club Banquet.
Everyone had a great time and it was fun getting together. Congratulations to
all of our members who received title pins and coats also to all the new board
members who were elected. Also would like to thank all of you who donated
gifts and help out at the banquet. Hope to see you next year.

