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SPDTC
Saint Paul Dog Training Club

Spring 2014

From The President
Karl Blakely

2014 is off to a great start with classes 
resuming in January followed by our 
annual SPDTC Awards Banquet and 
Elections on February 1st.  Based on what 
I’ve been hearing, a good time was had 
by all.  The banquet had several changes 
made with Carl Melhaff and Heidi Fisk at 
the helm. Their efforts resulted in several 
notable improvements throughout the 
evening that included: programs, new 
awards,improved food choices and 
greater coordination. If you see Carol or 
Heidi, please be sure to thank them for 
their efforts as this is no easy 
undertaking and no big rewards are 
involved, just their sincere commitment 
to ensure the night is well organized and 
fun for all of us. By this measure, I can 
say they succeeded.  

Carol reports to date, this was the largest 
crowd SPDTC has hosted.  Because of this 
fact, a search is underway to find a larger 
room for next year’s venue.  

One of the prizes that stood out at the 
banquet was a beautiful dog themed quilt 
hand constructed and donated by club 
member Vickie Hancock.  A raffle was 
held for this prize with proceeds 
dedicated to supporting obedience and 
agility equipment.  A total of $209 was 
raised.  The winner of the raffle was Carol 
Melhaff.  Thank You Vickie for this 
spectacular donation, and to those folks 
who purchased tickets supporting the 
cause. 

Each year a part of the banquet is our 
annual elections.  Elections were held and 
the 2014 board was elected with your 
officers voted in as follows: 

Karl Blakely – President
Jon Pidde – Vice President
Treasurer – Lori Mo
Secretary – Bev Olson 
Phil Rustad
Kristi Portuque 
Greg Kirmerier
Ron Hallings
Ginny Hayes
John Scandurra
Carol Melhaff

Emeritus:
Richard Wood
Marcia Koukkari    
Marge Peters
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From The President Cont’d

As the first quarter of 2014 moves ahead, 
there are many great events approaching.  
We have successfully hosted our first 
February Agility Trial.  Congratulations to 
first time trial chair Bev Olson for 
chairing this event. Besides, providing 
another great opportunity for exhibitors, 
this was an added event on our calendar 
that brought in additional revenue to the 
club.  We will see another agility trial in 
April with a returning visit from Judge 
Kera Holm.  This is soon to be followed a 
few weeks later by our spring obedience 
trial chaired by Phil and Cindy Rustad. 
The club will continue to be a flurry of 
activity in the weeks to come. 

The trial chairs of these events are always 
in need of help.  If you don’t think you 
know enough to help or aren’t involved in 
that venue, there are wonderful people 
that will mentor and show you the ropes.  
Whether you can only give a few hours at 
a trial, whatever help you can give will 
greatly be appreciated.
  
Volunteering at a show can be a lot of fun 
and you get to know more people in the 
dog community.  So don’t be shy!  Reach 
out.

Director Of Training
Greg Kirmeier

Well we made it through another 
winter! I’m sure you were all aware 
of the near havoc the weather played 
with our schedule at SPDTC this 
winter. We had class cancellations 
and actually had an Agility Trial that 
started 2 hours late on the first day - 
all courtesy of Ol’ Man Winter. I hope 
we are past these distractions, and 
thank you to everyone who showed 
patience and humor through the 
delays and confusion 

Agility

We are heading into the Spring/
Summer season, and as has been the 
case in recent years, there will be 
some changes to the schedule.
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Director Of Training Cont’d

Camay is (as usual) on top of all of this, 
and students will be informed of 
adjustments in time for the next block 
enrollment.

Obedience

Ron continues to run a tight ship. 
Tuesday nights are packed with students, 
and the atmosphere is very positive.

As always, should you have any 
suggestions or questions about the 
Obedience or Agility programs, feel free 
to contact Camay, Ron, or myself.

Thank you.
On behalf of the Banquet and Awards 
committee (Carol Mehlhaff and Heidi Fisk) 
we would like to thank the volunteers 
who helped out with the St Paul Dog 
Training Club banquet. 

Paula Ellis, Sharon Sullivan, and Lori Mo 
for setting up the day of the banquet, we 
could not have done it without you.  

Also, Vicki Hancock for the beautiful 
raffle quilt which went to the club’s 
equipment fund, Phil and Cindy Rustad 
for the great flashlights which were 
handed out, and Carol Brandenberg and 
all the others which donated gifts for that 
night.  

We are in the process of checking out 
other venues for the banquet due the 
number of club members that are 
attending. If you have ideas where we 
could hold our banquet please email us 
at cmehlhaff@gmail.com.   

Thanks you all for coming and see you 
next year.
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There are a wide range of activities to 
participate in and different venues within 
those to choose from. So whether you 
have a fast active dog or a slow calm one, 
if you live in the city or out in the country 
there are a lot of ways to spend time with 
your dog. One of the fastest growing of 
the dog sports is herding.

For many breeds of dogs this is what they 
were breed for, and it is always a thrill to 
see a dog that has never seen stock 
suddenly begin to utilize all of the skills 
that have been bred into them for 
generations.  Herding has been described 
by some as an agility course with moving 
obstacles. With some of the breeds, such 
as the Border collie and the Australian 
Kelpie those skills have been the only 
thing they were bred for. Conformation 
has never been a concern within these 
breeds.  The breeders wanted dogs with 
the skills to do what the job required.  
Many of the other herding breeds follow a 
different path and breeders bred for the 
conformation ring, agility, or fly ball.  But 
amazingly these breeds still retain the 
original skills and when given an 
opportunity they learn what is required of 
them very quickly. 

In this area of the country there are trials 
for sheep, goats, ducks, and cattle.  Some 
dogs prefer sheep to ducks or goats to 
cattle, etc., but many are adept at all.  
Herding has many venues to choose from 
and we are fortunate in our area to have a 
full complement of AKC, ASCA, AHBA, CKC 
and USBCHA trials.  Many of the trials are 
arena trials within a 200x400 foot area, 
but there are open field trials as well as 
ranch trials where the dogs are required to 
exhibit skills needed everyday on a farm.

I give lessons every day a my farm in Clear 
Lake, Wisconsin to people who want to 
compete or just to give their dogs the 
opportunity to do what they are bred for.  
I have been lucky to have had a chance to 
work with almost every herding breed.  
There are differences in styles of working 
and different temperaments but they all 
get the job done and they all enjoy the 
work.  It doesn’t matter if you have never 
been around livestock, or have lived on a 
farm you entire life; the majority of people 
in the sport do no own livestock so it is an 
opportunity to lean with your dog

If you think this something you or your 
dog would enjoy feel free to contact me at 
715-265-7079. 

Herding

By Phyllis Clark
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Herding Photos
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Awards Banquet Photos
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