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FROM OUR
PRESIDENT:
KARL BLAKELY

Welcome to Summer!
Finally, we’re experiencing warm, dry
almost-summer days! It was a long winter
and everyone is itching to get outside. With
summer, more dogs are outside on walks,
working with us in the yard and playing in
parks. These are great experiences for
dogs and dog lovers.
As President of the club, I like to use the
newsletter as a way to keep everyone
informed about the happenings at SPDTC,
particularly the stuff that goes on in the
board room.This time I want to talk about
being a good neighbor.

!

As we all know, there
has been much more activity going on in the
shopping center. The parking lot seems
like it is always full, the empty store fronts
are now new businesses. This is a good
thing, as it was not that long ago that we had
concerns the shopping center could be
torn down for new development. While those
storms clouds have passed, there are new
challenges that threaten our lease. It is
critical we work hard to get along with our
neighbors. The new issue at the forefront is
parking. SPDTC has written in its lease very
specific parking rules. We are the only
business in the shopping center that has
required parking spots. The businesses
upstairs want convenient parking for their
customers, so we have to park in the back
row. We have all seen at our shows, the
security guard/parking lot monitor at the
front door. This is a requirement in our lease
designed to ensure that folks who came to
our shows, would follow the parking rules as
posted in the premium, and the diagram on
the front door. Up until now, that was the
only time parking was an issue. However,
with the prospering businesses around us it
has become an everyday issue.
Just recently we received notice from our
landlord that we must follow the parking
rules or risk losing our lease.
We need 100% compliance with this. I’m
asking you to pay attention and
spread the word to those who may not know
the importance of parking in our designated
areas. Acting in good faith will help in
keeping our good neighbors.
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Director of Training Report:
Greg Kirmeier

Agility
We are heading into the second block of our
Spring/Summer season. Staff adjustments to
accommodate instructor vacations will be needed,
but Camay is on top of the schedule.
Obedience
Ron continues to run a tight ship. Tuesday nights
are packed with students, and the atmosphere is
very positive.
Miscellaneous
Parking has come up as an issue, as it does
periodically. I’m sure everyone has heard of the
landlord’s new requirements. Please be respectful
and cooperative in helping us to get along with
our neighbors in the shopping mall.

The summer newsletter is upon us! I
hope you are enjoying the milder
weather as much as I am.
Additional Offerings
We are now offering Therapy Dog
Training at SPDTC. The first class
started several weeks ago. If you are
interested in this activity, please
contact Camay Blakely.

We are looking at a brief shut down for
maintenance at the club. Keep an eye out for
flyers and please come and help with one or more
of the projects we take on.
As always, should you have any suggestions or
questions about the Obedience or Agility
programs, feel free to contact Camay, Ron, or
myself.

Nose Work classes will begin shortly. If
you haven’t heard about this interesting
new dog sport, you might want to
check it out. I believe Kristi Portuguese
is the contact person for the new
classes.
!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Membership Dues:
A new structure for St Paul Dog Training Club Membership starting October 1, 2014.
Watch for updates coming to your email soon. If you do not have an email on file please email
cmehlhaff@gmail.comwith that information.
First Opportunity to Earn Your Annual Awards
The requirements for earning pins and championship awards have changed. Now you are
required to volunteer for clean-up days, repair projects, or special projects. (Refer to article
“Announcing Change in Requirements to Earn Annual Pins/Championship Jackets” for
details).
The first opportunity to earn your volunteer hours will be Wednesday, July 3rd. Jon Pidde will
be overseeing the repair and renovation of the back stairway.This repair job will include
attaching sheets of paneling along the back walls, placing new baseboard and possible stair
treads, sanding and painting, and hauling junk. The railing will also be repaired. No previous
experience needed.
Work will start at 12:30 pm and run through the afternoon and evening depending upon when
volunteers can help.
Contact Jon at j5of12pidde@visi.com to let him know when you will be available to help.
Additional cleanup/repair tasks will be announced in the coming months. Stay tuned to this
newsletter, the SPDTC volunteer web page, and special email announcements.
K9 Nose Work Classes:
Four classes starting on Monday, July 7 at 2:00, 3:15, 4:30 & 5:45pm. These new classes will
be instructed by Jeff McMahon, CNWI.
CGC Testing:
SPDTC is offering AKC Canine Good Citizen (CGC) testing on select Tuesdays.
Therapy Dog Class:
Starting on Wednesdays, May 14 at6:30pm. This new class offering will be taught by Lisa
Putnam.
!
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Announcing Change in Requirements to Earn Annual Pins/Championship Jackets
Love to get those shiny pins that commemorate your new titles at the annual awards banquet? Looking forward to
wearing that new jacket to show off your new championship title? Great! However, this year however, the
requirements for earning the pins and championship jackets have changed.
•

In order to earn pins or championship jackets you now must volunteer a minimum of two hours to earn pins
and four hours to earn championship awards.

•

Volunteer activities will include helping with the club cleaning days, helping repair the club facilities, helping
repair club equipment, clean-up of club offices and other spaces, and special projects that do not require
you to physically be at the club.

•

You can also earn your hours by volunteering to be on a trial committee or a trial chair

•

All teachers and board members qualify for awards.

•

Other ways to qualify for pins and championship awards include volunteering for the following special jobs:
•

Club historian

•

Club volunteer coordinator

•

Club newsletter editor

•

Club website coordinator/webmaster

•

Awards coordinator

•

Banquet coordinator

•

Banquet committee member

Note that working at the trials as ring stewards or other non-committee jobs no longer are credited toward awards.
That is just part of being a good club member!
Other changes to the awards program include:
1. Pins/awards will only be given for titles earned in Obedience, Rally, Agility, Nose work, CGC, and Therapy
Dog activities.
2. Pins/awards will only be given for these venues: AKC, ASCA, CPE, NADAC, USDAA, UKC, and UKI.
3. You will have the option of purchasing pins/awards for other venues and sports but the club will no longer
pay for those activities.
4. Only titles earned in the calendar year will be recognized (i.e. January 1, 2014 – December 3, 2014.)
5. You must be a club member in good standing – that means your dues are paid up.
6. Two pins per dog will awarded (you will still have the option of purchasing additional pins.)
7. Championship awards will include not only jackets, but vests, plaques, bar holders, and blankets.
The website is being updated over the next month. You will soon be able to submit your new titles online (rather
than writing them on poster board in the kitchen). Titles earned will be posted in the club and also in the newsletter
and online.
Complete information about the new awards, volunteer opportunities, the new forms, and the annual banquet will be
announced in the coming weeks via the newsletter and through special email announcements.

!
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New SPDTC Therapy Dog Program
By Camay Blakely
SPDTC is proud to announce the emerging of its new Therapy Dog Program. The program
was recently launched and has received a very positive response. Needs for therapy dogs in
the community are great therefore, SPDTC is part of an active effort that seeks to promote
use of our canine friends in several settings that include:
•

Assisted Living

•

Children Reading to Dogs Program

•

Disaster Stress Relief Dogs

•

Hospice

•

Hospitals

•

Libraries

•

Nursing Homes

•

Schools

The goal for dogs in this program is to bring joy and comfort to those in need.
Lisa Putman is the instructor for our Therapy Dog Program. Lisa Putnam is a certified TDI
Evaluator, and has been volunteering with her therapy dogs for the past eleven years.
Volunteering as a pet therapy team has been a very large and important part of her life.
We have (2) teams currently nearing completion of the program and will be attempting to
complete the TDI evaluation. Both teams are working with Lisa in long term care facilities. If
you have an interest in Therapy Dog work please refer to additional information and
registration on our club website at spdtc.com

!
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New Agility Class Structure
Our Agility program is thriving well and some changes have been underway. One of the more
recent changes is in the structure of our Beginners and Intermediate Programs. We now have
a Beginners One and Beginners Two Class Structure. Students that have participated in
Beginners One and successfully complete the criteria for advancement move onto Beginners
Two. Beginners Two, continues to build on the skill set learned in Beginners One by
incorporating greater sequencing work and greater obstacle discrimination. Intermediate now
has a greater emphasis on building and refining agility skills to prepare teams to begin
showing. To date, students have provided us with positive feedback on the new class
structure. Beginners and Intermediate Classes are taught by Lead Mike Teh, Daniel Houg,
and Brooke Knotek.

!
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Laura Romanik Seminar
Driving for Successful Performance

DATE: September 6, 7, and 8th (Saturday - Monday)
Seminar Starts at 9 am on Saturday and Sunday
LOCATION: St. Paul Dog Training Club
September 6 (Saturday)
•

Proofing and Problem Solving
Lecture on how to set up proofing sessions and respond to errors the dog
makes and
One-on-one proofing or problem solving for up to 15 teams.
This session provides a great opportunity to refine and improve Utility
exercises.

September 7 (Sunday)
•
•
•
•
•

Broad Jump
Retrieving
Drop on Recall
Straight line Heeling
Group Sit and Downs

September 8th Privates: $35 per 30 minutes
COST: Working slots are limited to 15 each day and auditing slots are limited to 25 each
day. Fee includes continental breakfast, lunch & snacks. There will be a (1) hour break for
lunch.
Registration for SPDTC members opens June 23, 2014 and non-members opens July 1st,
2014.
For more information
Dick Wood: rpwood@baldwin-telecom.net
859 Bradley Dr
Hudson, WI 54016-7639

Registration Form
Contact Dick Wood for additional information: rpwood@baldwin-telecom.net
Phone: (715-381-1232)
Payment must be paid in full by August 22 to guarantee your spot.
No Refunds after August 22

Working Spot

Auditing

Working Spot

Auditing

SPDTC Member
1-Day
2-Day

Cost
$110
$200

SPDTC Member
1-Day
2-Day

Cost
$40
$60

Non Member
1-Day
2-Day

Cost
$125
$225

Non Member
1-Day
2-Day

Cost
$50
$70

Name:____________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:_____________________________________________
Telephone #:______________________________
Email:____________________________________

ABOUT LAURA: For 25 years, Laura Romanik has excelled in competitive obedience,
earning hundreds of High in Trials and High Combined awards, national all-breed
rankings,tournament placements and finishing Obedience Trial Championships on three
dogs, one of which is the FIRST Beagle to be awarded an OTCH. Her Sheltie, Bright,
earned UDX20and over 2,300 OTCH points and was the first Sheltie to earn both an
OTCH and a HerdingChampionship. Her Sheltie, Flare, went from CD to OTCH in just
11 months, before Flare was three years old! Flare, is on the top 25 all-breed list of
lifetime OTCH points with 3,895 points. In 2009, Laura and Flare achieved the
prestigious award of Obedience Dog of theYear. Laura’s current partner, Laser, has just
completed his Novice title. So far, in 14 outings, he has an average score of over 198.5
with 5 High In Trial awards.Laura loves obedience training because of the relationship
and teamwork that it allows her to develop with her dogs. She uses a training approach
that is primarily based on positive reinforcement and built on scientifically recognized
behavioral principals. Laura excels at teaching reliable responses to commands, while
motivating dogs to understand and enjoy the training process. She enjoys working with
obedience enthusiasts at all levels. No matter what your experience, breed of dog,
goals or training philosophies, she will work with you to improve your training and
results.
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MEMBER BRAG:
Karen Coﬀee’s dog Twister (Ch Remark's Cowboy Coﬀee CD OA OAJ) was top scoring Vizsla for
2013 and therefore was Vizsla Club of America's Obedience dog of the Year.

!
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All about Vizsla
By Hillary Hunter
The versatile Vizsla. Velcro dog. Hungarian pointer. Aristocratic clown. This breed has gained many
nicknames, many followers, and many talents over its long history.
Vizsla origins can be traced back to 10th century Magyar tribes of Hungary. Hungarian warlords and barons
cultivated these “yellow pointers” for hunting, falconry, and companionship. The bloodlines were kept pure
by the nobles who owned them, but the breed faced several near-extinctions over the years. Only about 15
% of Vizslas in Hungary survived WWII, but around this time the breed made its appearance in new
nations. The first Vizslas born in America were whelped in 1952, and the AKC recognized Vizslas in 1960.
Since then, they’ve gained a loyal following, and Vizslas are now the 34th most common dog breed in
America.
The growing popularity of the breed is largely due to their unique temperament. The AKC breed standard
describes them as “lively, gentle-mannered, demonstrably aﬀectionate and sensitive.” Their boundless
enthusiasm is contagious, and owners need to be committed to daily, oﬀ-leash exercise if they don’t want to
see their furniture flying. In addition to their high energy-level, this breed is known for being “Velcro
dogs,” always at their owner’s side. These highly aﬀectionate friends will follow their humans anywhere, and
many are happy to be an over-sized lap dog.Their personable nature is one of their greatest assets, but this
personality type also requires a lot of time and attention. A lonely or bored Vizsla can become neurotic or
destructive, and they’ve been known to chew through drywall or tear up furniture when stressed. The ideal
Vizsla family is prepared for an active and ever-present companion who will make them laugh every day.
Although Vizslas were developed for pointing and retrieving upland game, they’ve become appreciated as
the “versatile Vizsla” for good reason. These dogs have accomplished great things in the field, obedience,
agility, tracking, and many other competitive venues. In fact, the AKC’s first triple and quintuple champions
were both Vizslas! Outside of competitions, they’ve also been trained to be therapy, drug-detection, and
search and rescue dogs. Although highly trainable, owners should be aware that Vizslas can be sensitive,and
they’re notoriously slow to mature. They often don’t reach emotional maturity until age four or beyond, so
handlers can look forward to training a Vizsla “puppy” for several years! With these expectations in mind,
there’s the potential for great success and fun in training a versatile Vizsla.
St Paul Dog Training Club would like to wish for a speedy recovery for Hillary, she trip over her Velcro dogs
and hurt her foot. Get well soon.

!
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