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President’s Perspective

by Karl Blakely

From the Boardroom
Greetings everyone.
It can at times be hard to tell by the thermometer,
but according to the calendar, summer is nearly
upon us. It’s been a busy spring down at the Club
with our two trials in the month of April. We had
our agility trial at the beginning of the month and
our obedience trial at the end.
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President’s Perspective (cont.)
Another bit of news: I resigned our lease for another three years with the same terms. Although
things are not always perfect, we can still call the
old bowling alley home for a while longer.
We have some improvements planned. We are
making some changes to our website and we hired
a professional Web designer. The site will have
more accurate and up-to-date info and will be
easier to use. We are also looking into improving
our rear entry area and steps and also finding a
solution to our chronic water issue in the back.
Well, I hope everyone has a nice summer─and we
will see you around at the Club or a local show.
S t.
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Both trials were a resounding success; our agility
trial filled two of the three days and made more
than $6,000. And because it was a national qualifying event, our obedience trial had an extra large
entry and brought in more than $3,000.
While the success of a trial is not measured in
dollars alone, the fact that we are able to continue
drawing large entries in these troubled financial
times speaks well of our facility, our volunteers
and, in general, well-run trials. We received many
positive comments on both events. If you were one
of the many volunteers that helped out: THANK
YOU! Our Club’s success depends on you. We all
benefit from your hard work.
The money from the shows along with training
fees, run thrus and seminars is what keeps the
Club running. It pays the bills and funds improvements to our Club.
Ree and Marcia Koukkari
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Here Comes the Judge

the Judge (cont.)

How Would You Like to Judge

Andy confirmed they were sure.

the Nationals? (and World

With a sense of awe and trepidation, I said, “Sure,
I’m honored to do it.” The only condition was that
I had to keep it a secret until it was announced.

Team Trials to Boot?)
by Tom Slattery
The whole thing started at an agility trial at St.
Paul Dog Training Club in January of 2009. I
was judging for the Malinois Club on Saturday
and Karl Blakely was judging on Sunday. Routine
weekend trial, right? That’s what we thought, anyway. However, on Saturday morning who should
walk in but AKC Field Rep Mark Sjogren. Whoa,
Nellie, I thought...what have we done wrong?

In May, Andy was in St. Paul to watch the AKC
World Team Tryouts. WTT is an amazing event,
bringing together some of the top handlers in the
country, all going for broke in an attempt to make
the World Team, which competes in Europe every
year. For years, I’ve attended not only to watch
the sensational dogs, but to work the trial as well.
I’ve known Andy for years and when Tryouts were
over, he said, “Say, Tom, could you judge this
event for us next year?”

As it turned out, nothing was wrong, and Mark
was there to test out a new toy, a hand switch that
automatically counted the pause table. After a few
tries both Karl and I got the hang of it.
On Sunday, just before he left, Mark said, “Do you
want to know what I’m doing here?”
To which I replied, “I know. Table switch.”
He said, “No, we’re checking you out. You’ve been
mentioned as a possible judge for Nationals.”
Somewhat floored, I stumbled out, “Yeah, right.”
And that was the end of it. I started judging for
real in 2007. No way are they going to pick a
greenhorn like me to judge a big-time event like
Nationals. The elevator stops there.
The end of it, that is, until March of 2010 when
then AKC Agility Director Andy Hartman called.
“Tom, how would you like to judge Nationals next
year?” he asked.
After a stunned silence, I muttered, “Are you sure?
I’ve only been judging for three years!”

Flabbergasted, I accepted. WTT on top of Nationals? What is this, an attempt to see if I’m ready for
primetime?
In August 2010 came the announcement of the
judges for Nationals. The reaction from the locals
was a collective yawn. When I was judging in a few
(cont. on page 3)
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the Judge (cont.)
(cont. from page 2)
spots around the country, people said something
about it. Well, I thought it was a big deal anyway.
Then, nothing. The AKC agility staff was busy
getting ready for the Invitational in December.
Nationals was on the back burner. It wasn’t until
January that we got our course assignments. Each
of the six judges designs one course. I got standard
on Saturday, which is a big deal. Many people have
asked me what kind of guidelines we got for course
design. Harder than average? Easier? What? The
answer is, whatever. All we got were the dimensions of the rings and the required equipment.
I sent my course in shortly thereafter and it was
quickly approved. Whew!
The AKC Nationals this year were in Lexington,
Virginia. Upon arrival, I met up with another
judge, Anne McQuillan, at the airport in Roanoke
and we drove to the trial. When we got to the trial
site, it was like Old Home Week. Seemed as if we
knew everybody.
Later, I met up with fellow judge Scott Stock,
a friend. Off we went to the local saloon with a
group of AKC agility folks. Scott judged Nationals in 2010 as well, and he told me, “You’ll get out
there, and you’ll think, ‘Oh my God, it’s Nationals!!!!’ But then after about five dogs, it’s just like
any other trial.” Turns out, Scott was right.

the Judge (cont.)

DO G

B
TRAINING CLU

ally don’t have to do much except enjoy how good
everybody is. And I didn’t end up on YouTube.
World Team? Once you got used to the unusual
courses (which the other judge, Dan Dege, and
I designed) it wasn’t all that tough. The courses
are so technical that the dogs have to slow down
to negotiate them, and, as a result, their blazing
speed is somewhat negated. The first course (there
are five) was so incredibly difficult that the vast
majority of the dogs didn’t qualify. Demoralizing,
at best.
Things got better after that, and by Sunday most of
the handlers had adapted to the International style
of courses and they did much better. One of the
courses had a really fast ending and even with all
the pressure, it looked like the dogs and handlers
were having fun. Great course for the spectators as
well. Judging it was a blast.
As for me, judging the Nationals and World Team
Tryouts had me asking one question: When do you
get to share the ring with some of the best dogs
and handlers in the country? The answer is: “Not
very often.” Maybe more appropriate would be:
“Once in a lifetime.”
S t.
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There is, however, a great deal of pressure. You
don’t want to be on somebody’s YouTube with the
commentary, “This bad call cost us the Nationals.”
And at a pre-trial discussion of the rules and such,
AKC Senior Field Rep Gail Storm said, “Be on your
game at all times. Take frequent breaks to keep
from zoning out because if you make the wrong
call, the wrong dog wins the Nationals.” I believe a
number of us turned blue at that point.
As it turned out, the three days of judging passed
like three hours. Was it easy? No! On the other
hand, it wasn’t as hard as one might think. It’s
like watching a really good excellent class. You re-
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FAQs
of an

AKC Agility Trial Secretary
by Jan Richards
1. Where can I get a Premium?
After getting initial information from the AKC
“Event and Awards Search” section to find trials,
you can contact either the trial secretary or club
information contact. Many clubs post premiums
on their websites. If not, the trial secretary can
direct your search.
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a reason your sticker is not with the others. Your
dog may need to be measured or you may need
to pay more fees, sign an entry form, get a refund
check, or take care of other business.
5. Are some trial days designated for
particular classes?
Yes, very often for a three-day trial one day is designated for Excellent only. Look at the premium
for that information.

2. Is there a quicker way to fill out entry forms?
Yes, there is. If you are tired of handwriting entry
forms and can’t remember all your information, you
may want to go to one of the services listed below to
enter your information once and have most of the
form filled out for you forever. All you have to do is
print, sign and send.
Online entry form websites:
OakLines.com | SuperTrial | Express Entries
LabTestedOnline.com
NEW dog event info, entry form and online entry website!

AKC has an online form service where you register
under “Manage Your Dogs.” You put the information in for the dog and then create your form.
3. If I send in a volunteer form with my entry, do I have to fill in all the information?
Yes, the entry form gets sent to the work coordinator so phone numbers, e-mail addresses and
classes you are entered are important.
4. Why isn’t my sticker with the others
when I check in?
You need to check with the trial secretary. There is

Heidi Fisk and Jan Richards

6. Where can I get information concerning refunds?
The premium and judging schedule state
that information.
7. How do I know when a trial opens,
closes, and when the random draw
is happening?
The AKC Events Calendar gives that information
as well as the premium for the trial.
(cont. on page 5)
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FAQs (cont.)
(cont. from page 4)
8. Where can I get the Regulations for
Agility Trials booklet?
All exhibitors should obtain a copy of the Regulations for Agility Trials by contacting:
American Kennel Club
8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100
Raleigh, N.C. 27617-3390
Phone: (919) 233-9767
E-mail: info@akc.org
Website: American Kennel Club
9. How do I know the running order and
know what the height order is for which
days of a trial?
The premium gives that information.
10. I received my confirmation that I was in
the trial, but when I get to the trial I’m
not in the correct class.
It is very important to check the confirmation
that is e-mailed to you weeks ahead of time. The
confirmation contains important information
such as the AKC Registration Number and the
classes you entered. It is the owner’s responsibility to check the confirmation because all this
information is sent to the AKC at the end of the
trial for their processing.
S t.
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Liz Kamish and Polar
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July 23 | Saturday
Agility Run Thru @SPDTC
August 6–7
SPDTC Agility Trial
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Director of Training Update
By Ann Decker
Update Summer 2011
With help from:
Ginny Hayes
Board Member | Agility Instructor
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departure to report. After many years as one of
SPDTC’s instructors for the Wednesday night Advanced classes as well as special interest courses,
such as Weave Pole Boot Camp, Will Koukkari
decided it was time to retire from teaching agility.
Will and Marcia have a new Terv puppy, Ree. Will
has already started Ree in agility and that will
keep him busy!

Agility News
The April agility show was a hit once again. Tremendous credit and thanks to our tireless chair, Karl
Blakely, and trial committee members, all of whom
worked long days to make the trial a great success. In
addition, a big thank you to the countless volunteers
without whom trials are not possible.
Before we know it, the next agility trial will be
upon us. It will be held August 6 and 7, 2011. I
encourage you to enter your dog, or if you don’t
have a dog to enter, come join us by watching or
better yet, volunteering. The latter gives you the
best seat in the house and is so important to the
trial’s success.
To warm up your dog for the August show, there
will be a Fun Match at SPDTC on Saturday, July
23, 2011, hosted by Will Koukkari and me. We will
have nested courses for AKC Novice, Open and
Excellent. Runs will start at 8 a.m., be two minutes
long and cost $5 each.
You can register for your runs by e-mailing me
at gusnbo@aol.com. Watch for flyers and
a Web announcement later this month with
more information.
Will and I will be donating our time to the Alzheimer’s Association Minnesota-North
Dakota Chapter. There will also be information available about the Twin Cities Walk to
End Alzheimer’s.
The agility program is doing well. The biggest
news has to do with instructors. We have one

Many, many thanks to Will for his dedication and superb instruction in the agility program over the years.

Will got involved in agility in 1989 after going to
a USDAA seminar. He and his dog, Wool, won
a trip to the Grand Prix in Houston that year.
Shortly thereafter, he became a USDAA judge. Will
worked with Sharon Anderson in the early 1990s
when the AKC started agility. Two of his dogs,
Beam and Ring, qualified and placed in the AKC’s
first trial in Houston. The second AKC trial was
held in Lake Elmo a couple weeks later and Will
was the judge.
Then Will had great success with Geordi, travelling
from coast to coast competing and placing twice in
(cont. on page 7)
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(cont. from page 6)
AKC Nationals. In the last few years, Will has
run Inari and Cache. All in all, Will has put six
MACHs on his dogs. He has seen just about
everything—either as a competitor or judge—in
AKC trials. Will, a retired University of Minnesota professor, truly loves the sport of agility.
He enjoys the challenge and strategy of handling
and despite being one of the first in the sport, he
remains a student of the game. That and his concern for quality is what made him such a valued
instructor at SPDTC and elsewhere.
Many, many thanks to Will for his dedication and
superb instruction in the agility program over the
years. We wish him the very best in the future.
The Club has also added new instructors over the
last few months. To fill Will’s spot in the Advanced
classes on Wednesday night, Rod Ramsell, agreed
to join the staff. Rod’s background and philosophy
are as follows:
“I was born in a small town in Central Iowa, but
grew up in Cedar Rapids. Once I finished with
school, I relocated to Minnesota in 1974 to be
closer to Canadian Muskie fishing. I attended Iowa
State University and the University of Minnesota,
earning a degree in Fisheries Biology, and am now
employed as a Fisheries Specialist for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
“Throughout my life, I have been around dogs of
various breeds, but I have shared most of my time
with Standard Poodles and German Shepherds.
“I have enjoyed the challenge of training and
working with GSDs as guard dogs, but I have spent
the last 22 years with Standard Poodles at my side
enjoying their versatility and intelligence.
“My wife, Bobbi, and I have been married for 35
years and are currently owned by three white
Standard Poodles. While I still enjoy the challenge
of Muskie fishing on occasion, I can honestly say
that “my life has gone to the dogs.”

Rod Ramsell and Annie

“I am a relative newcomer to agility, having first
dabbled in the sport in the early 1990s, but not really getting involved seriously until 2002 when
a white Standard Poodle named Annie took over
our house and my heart. When she was 11 weeks
old she was showing athleticism that I have never
seen in any previous dogs I have been around.
“Once she started in obedience classes at the age
of six months, instructors were encouraging us
to get her into agility. Sure enough, Annie got me
hooked in agility and taught me some new perspectives on life—mostly to relax and have fun!
“Through Annie, I have gotten deeply involved
in the sport and recently became an AKC agility
judge after passing the testing seminar in June of
2010. I have been teaching agility for a little over
three years at Animal Inn and now at SPDTC.
“I feel that my career as a Fish Biologist has
proven to be an asset in making me a fair agility
instructor. I’ve spent most of my career evaluating
the ‘cause and effect’ of why things happen in our
aquatic natural resources while working with living creatures whom one cannot communicate with
directly. This experience has helped me to
(cont. on page 8)
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(cont. from page 7)
objectively see and evaluate what is happening
during training with student teams, thus allowing
me to relay to them my observations so that they
can better understand and communicate more
clearly with their canine partners.
“I believe strongly that there is no single ‘right or
wrong way’ to do agility and that the true challenge of this sport is learning what techniques or
skills work best for your team. Because of this, you
will never hear me, as an instructor, say ‘you did
something wrong.’ What I will relate to you is first
what I liked best about your exercise and possibly
a suggestion on something else to try to see if you
can communicate your intentions to your teammate a little more clearly or efficiently!
“I’d like to think that in the short time I have been
involved in this sport that, in some small way, I
have helped others to enjoy agility and their canine partners as much as I do!”
In addition, two other instructors have joined the
agility teaching staff. Caitlin Varhalla is working
with Bev Olson in teaching the Foundations class
and will assist Ginny Hayes in teaching both the
Beginners and Intermediate classes. She is also
teaching the Wednesday Advanced classes. Here is
an introduction to Caitlin:
“My name is Caitlin Varhalla. I am currently finishing up my freshman year at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. I have been training and showing
in Agility for the past 10 years. I started at eight years
of age. I have done all the training and showing in
agility with my Shetland Sheepdog, Chime. I also
have five years experience with training, showing
and earning several titles on a Border Collie.
“During this time, I have attended and had working
spots at several seminars given by world renowned
trainers. I have been blessed to have Chime in my
life. She has helped open the doors for me in agility at the National level earning high standings and
placements throughout our career together.

Caitlin Varhalla and Chime

“I am the most proud of us earning our MACH,
qualifying and competing at three AKC Agility Nationals and two Shetland Sheepdog Nationals. I am
honored and very excited to be on the staff at SPDTC. I hope my experience, passion and dedication
in the sport will be inspiring to students that are
just beginning their journey in the world of agility.”
We also welcome Lori Mo to the teaching staff.
You will see Lori as a substitute instructor. Here
is some background on Lori:
“I got my first Newfoundlands in the mid-80s and
have been hooked on them ever since. Over the
years, I trained at TCOTC and Animal Inn, but in
2005 I found St. Paul Dog Training Club. I’ve been
training at SPDTC the last six years where I’ve
done obedience, rally, and agility with Asia.
“Cairo is the younger of the two and she has been
through the puppy program and beginning obedience. They are both in advanced agility now.
“A long time Inver Grove Heights resident, I feel
very fortunate to live so close to a top quality club.
In addition to activities at SPDTC, I am active in
the NorthStar Newfoundland Club. I’ve done water rescue training with Asia and both girls enjoy
(cont. on page 9)
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(cont. from page 8)

Obedience News

the water. I also volunteer at the Dakota County
dog park in Coates.”

Not too much to report with respect to Obedience
this newsletter. The Spring obedience trial was a
huge success. Many, many thanks to all, including
veteran and graduate stewards, who volunteered
to make this event special.
As a club hosting a regional qualifying event,
SPDTC was in the spotlight and once again, club
members put on an event that exceeded expectations. Ron Halling, SPDTC’s director of obedience,
will have article with more information about the
event in the next newsletter.
Greg Kirmeier reports that several possibilities for
obedience seminars are being investigated and we
may have some news about those soon.
S t.
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Lori Mo with Cairo and Asia

Welcome to all the new instructors at SPDTC!
Those who teach are so important to the quality of
the program and we appreciate everyone’s efforts.
SAVE THE DATE
The Joan Meyer seminar mentioned in the last few
newsletters has been confirmed for the weekend
of Jan. 7 and 8, 2012. Watch for additional information in the upcoming months. This should be a
great opportunity for SPDTC agility students.

Pat Nevins | Obedience Instructor
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April 2011 | SPDTC Agility Trial

Deborah Yost with her Sheltie, Russia, got a MACH 3

Heidi Fisk got a MACH on her Sheltie, Libby

SPDTC Newsletter Staff
Patricia Nickolaou and Roue completed their third leg in
Novice STD and Novice JWW, earning a second-place ribbon
in both runs at the May 2011 TCOTC Agility Trial

Editor: Chris Hayes
Correspondent: Carol Mehlhaff
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