
should be much easier to navigate and keep cur-
rent as to Club events and scheduled training.  

Keep in mind we have two shows this fall, an 
Obedience trial in October and an Agility trial in 
November. We hope to see you there exhibiting, 
working, or maybe both as we can always use your 
help. Those of you who are in need of volunteer 
hours to participate in the Club awards, these 
shows provide plenty of opportunities to volun-
teer. Thanks in advance.  

Finally, with the winter months approaching 
please familiarize yourself with the class cancel-
lation notification process. Should classes require 
cancellation due to inclement weather, remember 
to call the Club and listen to the recording. This is 
the best way to ensure you have accurate informa-
tion on classes. Keep in mind that the weather may 
not be bad in your area, but may be in other loca-
tions, and therefore classes need to be cancelled.  
If ever in doubt, call the Club at 651-455-2431.

From the Boardroom

Labor Day is behind us and another summer is in 
the books. During the summer, the Club is not as 
busy. We can all find reasons to not “waste” that 
beautiful summer evening. Often, summer nights 
find training opportunities in the back yard or 
driveway, or, taking our dogs on that long walk 
that we need and they enjoy.

As the weather cools and the outside is not so 
inviting, we will load up our furry friends and give 
them the attention they crave down at the Club. It 
never ceases to amaze me how they enjoy coming 
to SPDTC. My dogs seem to know the route and 
start whining when I make the turn onto South-
view Boulevard. It doesn’t matter if we are doing 
obedience or agility, or how proficient the dog is at 
either venue, they just like it at the Club.

As for us, we can catch up on each other’s fish sto-
ries from the summer and get back to work with 
our dogs. The evening training classes will be full 
and the place will come back to life.  

During the summer some improvements were 
been made to the Club. We may have finally taken 
care of that chronic water problem in back─many 
thanks to those involved in this effort.

Also, checkout our website as we are in the process 
of improving it. With the new changes, the website 
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Purpose of Spaniel Hunting Test Program

Spaniels are flushing breeds. Their purpose is 
to hunt, find game and retrieve birds in a pleas-
ing and efficient manner. The objective of the 
hunting test program is to help the hunter de-
velop a useful hunting companion by providing 
a means to gauge a dog’s abilities against three 
standards of accomplishment:
• Junior Hunter
• Senior Hunter
• Master Hunter

There are a lot of different activities that can 
be done with our dogs. With my Springer 
Spaniel, Benson, I compete in obedience, agil-
ity and rally. But my first reason to have my 
dog is as a hunting companion. 

I will start working with my dog as soon as it 
comes into my home. My dog will never be an 
enjoyable hunting partner until it will retrieve 
to hand. I like to make a game of the retrieve so 
that I can sit on my front steps and my dog will 
bring back anything that I throw. He also learns 
to bring the objects from a lake and then a pond. 
It is mostly a fun time of bringing out the in-
stinctive prey drive in my dog. The next part of 
the retrieve is for my dog to learn to wait until I 
send him for the retrieve. That needs a good stay. 
The last part is for my dog to quit dropping the 
objects at my feet. He needs to sit in front of me 
until I take the object. 

Step two is to do enough obedience training so 
that I know that my dog will stay with me and pay 
attention to me in the field. This is so very impor-
tant because hunting is a team sport and chasing a 
dog around a field is no fun at all. When my dog is 
more interested in keeping me happy than chasing 
butterflies, it is time to start the fieldwork. With 
my Springer Spaniels what I need to do is show my 
dog that his instinct to look for game works best 
when he stays close in front of me. I teach him to 
work the field back and forth in front of me. At the 
same time I am learning my dogs’ body language, 
how he tells me that there is something real inter-
esting in the area. 
(cont. on page 3)
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Benson as puppy



Senior Hunting Dog
A senior hunting dog must show all of the at-
tributes of a junior hunting dog. In addition the 
dog must show true boldness to cover, a pattern 
addressing the course objectives and an intense 
desire to hunt. A proper working distance and in-
dependent hunting sense must be maintained. The 
dog need not be steady to wing and shot on land 
but should not show uncontrollable chasing in a 
missed bird situation. The dog must be line steady 
at water, must retrieve eagerly to hand, and exhib-
it the ability to “hunt dead” on a blind retrieve.

Master Hunting Dog
A Master hunting dog must show all of the attri-
butes of senior hunting dogs, but must also give 
a finished performance and demonstrate clearly 
that it deserves to be qualified as such. It must be 
under the handler’s control at all times, and must 
handle kindly, with an absolute minimum of noise 
and hacking by the handler. A Master hunting 
dog must show a keen enthusiasm to hunt, must 
have a bold attractive manner of running, and 
must demonstrate not only intelligence in seeking 
objectives, but also excellent ability to find game. 
The dog must hunt for its handler at all times at a 
suitable gun range, showing a fine Spaniel pattern 
and experienced hunting independence. The dog
must locate game, flush well and must be
(cont. on page 4)

(cont. from page 2)

Now it is time to prove that we can hunt in the 
field as a team. I like to do the AKC Hunt Test. 
One reason is I can see if we have developed any 
bad habits that need correcting. Another is we get 
to hunt birds, in a controlled manner, in the “off 
season.”

Standards of Performance
(from the AKC Regulations)

Junior Hunting Test
A junior hunting dog must show a desire to hunt 
in an enthusiastic manner and an ability to flush 
and to retrieve. It is not necessary that a dog be 
steady to wing and shot. The dog should show no 
fear of the cover, a reasonable response to com-
mands (whistle, hand, or verbal), and maintain a 
reasonable working distance from its handler.

Junior hunting dogs should complete their re-
trieve to close proximity of handler, but need 
not retrieve completely to hand. Handlers may 
control their dogs by hand, whistle, and/or verbal 
signals but only in the quiet manner that would 
be used in the field.

A junior hunting dog may be restrained gently on 
the line at the water.

Hunting (cont.) Hunting (cont.)
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SPDTC Stewarding Program a Big Hit!
St. Paul Dog Training Club held its second stew-
arding class April 22 in preparation for our spring 
show. The previous class held in October was 
taught by Judge Cindy Rustad. Sharon Hodgens-
Wood provided the education in our latest class 
teaching students just what is necessary to be a 
steward for any AKC obedience show.

While enjoying free pizza, students from all levels 
also learned tips on how to prepare themselves to 
show their own dogs in the future. Following the 
class, the eight students went out and practiced 
with real rings and participants during our Run-
Thru Night, furthering their confidence.

During the three days of shows─April 29, 30 and 
May 1─the new stewards worked next to veteran 
stewards. These veterans also volunteered their 
time to help the show run smoothly for the 100 
plus entries per day. In return for giving their 
time, each steward received a free lunch as well as 
a free advanced obedience lesson of their choice 
for each day worked. SPDTC will host yet another 
class September 16. 

The most heard phrases from the new stewards 
were what fun they had and how much they 
(cont. on page 5)

Stewarding Rocks

by Ron Halling | Director of Obedience

St. Paul DOG TRAINING CLUB 

(cont. from page 3)

absolutely steady to wing and shot without exces-
sive handling in both land and water testing. Intel-
ligent use of the wind and terrain in locating game, 
accurate nose, and intensity are essential. After 
the shot, a Master hunting dog must positively 
demonstrate its steadiness to wing and shot.

I do the hunt test with my dogs. I will always have 
a dog with at least a Senior Hunter Title. In the 
past I did the training but not the test. At a test the 
extra birds that my dog gets to work with makes 
the test about getting more experience. I think the 
hunt test program is a good way to assess the abili-
ties of my dog as well as give me more handling 
skills. The amount of training that is needed to 
pass the senior hunting test is essential for me to 
have an enjoyable hunting season. 

Bringing out the hunting instincts and using my 
dog for what he was bred for is a special thing. 
Being a team with my dog has made our bond a 
lot stronger. The teamwork that was developed in 
my hunt training has, I think, carried over into the 
other venues where I compete with my dog.

For more information on other dog venues go to 
the American Kennel Club website.
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Benson @work

Joanne Rydel keeping Ring 3 running smoothly 
after showing her dog
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St. Paul Dog Training Club
November 2011 Food Drive

Members – Students – Visitors

St. Paul Dog Training Club is participating in a 
food drive the month of November 2011. We would 
like all of you to participate by bringing food items 
to donate. We will have a barrel or donation table 
set up at the bottom of the front entryway stairs. 
Please, assist those in need through your generous 
donations.

And don’t forget food items for 
our four-legged friends!

Thank you very much!

Stewarding Rocks (cont.)

St. Paul DOG TRAINING CLUB

  Food Drive
DOG TRAINING CLUB

St. Paul

5

(cont. from page 4)

learned while getting to know all of the others 
they see at the Club each week. One of our October 
graduates, Larry Sheets, was one of our smooth-
looking exhibitors at the show, utilizing the skills 
he acquired while taking classes and working as a 
steward. 

Our thanks to our students, Tom & Judith Clif-
ford, Joanne Rydel, Ann Strickler, Holly Koski, 
Penny & Rylie Murphy, and Angela Black. Our 
many thanks to all of the veteran stewards that 
came forth to help out and give back to the sport 
that has given to them!

Day 3: Holly is at ease as Penny & Rylie show what 
they learned as ring and gate stewards

Veteran Jack helps new steward, Holly, get accustomed   
while Mary goes over last-minute instructions with 

Judith on sign-in procedures
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Prior to the trial, there was a fun match at SPDTC 
on July 23. The “judge” was Club member, Will 
Koukkari, who put together a great layered course 
for Novice, Open and Excellent. Due to illness, Will 
could not be there the day of the match. Phil Rustad 
graciously stepped in and his help was greatly ap-
preciated. Thanks so much, Phil! There were more 
than 90 runs that day. Handlers had fun and used 
the time to their advantage. In addition, the match 
made about $250 for the Alzheimer’s Association of 
Minnesota-North Dakota Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

Watch for information about another upcoming fun 
match—tentatively scheduled for Sept. 24. Bev and 
Dan Olson will be organizing the event and it will 
be a great chance to come out and get some practice 
in a trial atmosphere. You can run the course as it is 
set up or you can use your allotted time to work on 
particular skills or sequences. Another option is to 
use the time to just make yourself feel more com-
fortable as a handler in a trial-like setting.

The next agility trial will be on Friday, Nov. 11 
through Sunday, Nov. 13.  All classes (Novice, Open 
and Excellent) will be offered all three days. The 
judge is Heather Dickinson from Mississippi. The 
trial provides a great opportunity for SPDTC agility 
(cont. on page 7)

Hard to believe summer is pretty much over! It 
was an interesting one—especially in the weather 
department. I hope everyone had indoor training 
and showing opportunities  during the heat and hu-
midity of July. Having black, long-haired dogs, they 
don’t tolerate the excessive heat and humidity very 
well and I am noticing that with age I don’t either. 
But now we are back to more moderate weather (at 
least for a few months) and football (being a die-
hard Vikings fan not sure if that is a good thing).

Agility News
SPDTC held its summer agility trial on Aug. 6 and 
7, 2011. The trial again filled and was an unquali-
fied success. Judge Lavonda Herring designed some 
fun but challenging courses and the weather pretty 
much cooperated.
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(cont. from page 6)

students—especially those who are new to agility— 
to come and see an agility trial. If you want to enter, 
the opening date is Sept. 21, 2011. Or, how about 
volunteering for one of the many jobs necessary for 
the trial? You get a great vantage point to watch the 
action and do not need any experience. People run-
ning the trial will be happy to explain the volunteer 
job to you and help in any way.

In an effort to continuously improve agility classes, 
Camay Blakely, SPDTC’s director of agility, will be 
setting up a white board at the Club—in the lunch-
room. The purpose of it is to allow students to write 
suggestions and comments about classes. If stu-

dents have ideas about specific things they would 
like to work on in class, this will provide an effective 
way to communicate with their instructors.

The seminar with Joan Meyer will be held on 
January 7 and 8, 2012.  This is a terrific oppor-
tunity to work with an experienced and highly 
respected agility trainer and handler. There is 
no detailed agenda for the seminar yet but it will 
include a session directed to handling small dogs 
and a session for Beginner/Intermediate teams. 
Watch for more information about seminar con-
tent and registration this fall.

Obedience News
The next obedience events at SPDTC will be a 
Rally trial held Friday, October 7 and Obedience 
trials on Saturday and Sunday—Oct. 8 and 9, 2011. 
To tune up for the obedience shows, remember 
obedience run-throughs are held most Fridays 
starting at 6 p.m. They are a great opportunity to 
practice in an informal atmosphere to get you and 
your dog ready to show.

(cont. on page 8)
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Phil thought the fun match for the Alzheimer’s 
Association was the bee’s knees 



St. Paul DOG TRAINING CLUB 8

Training Update (cont.) 

(cont. from page 7)

In order to put on obedience trials, the Club needs 
help from its wonderful volunteers. SPDTC will 
host another stewarding class on September 16. As 
usual this one will be taught by an obedience judge 
and will help students learn all the details that 
make shows run smoothly. By participating in the 
class, students learn how to steward but also valu-
able lessons about how to prepare and show their 
own team in an obedience trial. The atmosphere is 
relaxed and the experience very informative.

The September class will be taught by Phil Rus-
tad. If you have any questions or are interested in 
participating, contact obedience@SPDTC.com. For 
a great recap of the stewarding class prior to the 
Spring obedience trial and the experience of the 
participants at the trial, please see the article writ-
ten by SPDTC’s director of obedience, Ron Halling 
in this newsletter.
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Brags & Wags
Rhonda Meath & Katja and Smith
PACH2 Kleine Prinzessin Katja RN MXP8 MJP8 
PAX2
Earned her PAX3 at the Minnesota Agility Club Trial 
on Sunday, July 17, 2011.

Slovanskeho’s Majestic Auf De Haus, aka Smith, 
earned his Novice B JWW at BOTC on May 30, 2011 
& his Novice B Standard title at MAC on July 16, 
2011.

Judge Lisa Rieves, Katja and Rhonda Meath

Smith: Photo taken by Amy of Great Dane Photos
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Pam Carlier and Dylan, her golden retriever, were 
on their way to Back to Basics agilty class on a 
Thursday afternoon when circumstances inter-
vened in a frightening way. Here’s what happened 
in Pam’s words (from an e-mail):

“I would love to come over on Wednesday morning 
for a makeup class. Thanks so much for offering. 
I was on my way to class with Dylan when I was 
broadsided by a dump truck on Highway 86 & 
Pillsbury. Did you notice any debris on your way 
home? I landed in the ditch south of 86. The whole 
right side of the van is gone. Luckily Dylan & I sur-
vived, which surprised the paramedics and police. 

I was taken to the hospital for observation and 
was released. Today, we went to take out whatever 
we needed from the van. I was shocked at the dam-
age and realized what they meant about surviving. 

One thing that I really realized─keep your dog in 
a crate when traveling. Dylan’s crate probably 
saved his life. I’ve attached two pics. Anyway, see 
you on Wednesday!”

My thoughts went to where Dylan might have gone 
if he had survived the accident without a crate. I 
have heard stories about dogs who were trauma-
tized and ran away after a vehicular collision and 
were never found. Pam thanks her lucky stars that 
she had gotten into the habit of crating Dylan.

Always crate your dog when you are traveling on 
the road. Not only will your dog be safer, but you 
will be safer, too, because your dog will not be able 
to interfere with your driving. A loose dog can also 
become a deadly projectile during an accident. A 
dog unprotected by a crate or seatbelt can also ob-
struct paramedics at the scene of an accident.

To learn more, visit The Whole Dog Journal. 
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  Keeping Your Dog Safe 

  by Ginny Hayes | Agility Instructor
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